Learning Outcomes

Learning Outcomes are clear statements of learning achievements for students, stating what it is the student should be

able to demonstrate at the end of a period of learning.

Module level learning outcomes should be capable of being assessed and easily understood by the student.

Guidelines

Learning outcomes are written for the student. Ideally, they
will be performance orientated:

On successful completion of this module, the student
should be able to:

> Outcome 1;

> Outcome 2;

> 4- 8 outcomes
>

Outcomes 6.

Programme Level

Programme level outcomes will tend more toward generic
graduate attributes as well as discipline specific outcomes.
When writing programme level outcomes, ask yourself:

What should a graduate of this programme be able to do?

Bear in mind the general know-how of the discipline,
generic and transferable skills. They should be over-arching
outcomes and module level outcomes will contribute
towards them.

Module Level

Module level outcomes will be more sepcific to the learning
taking place in a particular module. Ask yourself:

What is the essential learning for this module?

Bear in mind that module learning outcomes should be
capable of being assessed. How will students demonstrate
their learning?

Learning outcomes should:

Be general enough to describe essential learning
Be specific enough to be measureable

Clearly focus on the learner

Be easy to understand (from the student’s
perspective)

Be clearly linked (aligned) to teaching and learning
activities

Be aligned to assessment

Be assessed at least once during a programme.
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Aligning Learning Outcomes

Define intended learning outcomes

» Choose teaching and learning activities likely to
facilitate the achievement of these outcomes

> Engage students in these activities

» Identify appropriate assessment techniques to
allow students to demonstrate achievement of
learning outcomes

o Formative: Give feedback to enable
students to improve their learning

> Evaluate how well the cycle has worked

» Review and refine learning outcomes, teaching
and learning activities and/or assessment as
appropriate

Dimension; Qualifications Frameworks; International
Openness; Mobility; Recognition; Reporting on the
Implementation of the Bologna Process; and Transparency
Mechanisms.

Programme Level Resources

The Tuning project has identified generic competences and
subject specific competencies for 9 subject areas: Business,
Chemistry, Earth Sciences, Education, European Studies,
History, Mathematics, Nursing and Physics, available from
http://tuning.unideusto.org/tuningeu/.

The UK subject benchmark statements (available from
http://www.qaa.ac.uk) can be a useful reference when
writing programme level learning outcomes— they provide
general guidance for those writing or reviewing programme
learning outcomes.

Module Level Resources

To aid the design of learning outcomes at module level, it
can be useful to consult learning taxonomies, such as those
proposed by Bloom (1956), Biggs & Collis (1982), or Fink
(2003). These taxonomies attempt to describe learning in
terms of stages of development and can be useful when
determining what we expect of our students. Are we asking
enough or too much of them?

Resources such as the task— construction wheel on the back
of this information sheet, have become useful aids for
writing learning outcomes, devising tasks and activities to
facilitate learning, and determining suitable assessment
methods.
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v | My learning outcomes are
Active State what students will be able to do
Attractive Students will want to achieve them
Comprehensible Students will know what they mean
Appropriate To the level of learning required for this course .
. . . The  construction wheel below
Attainable Most students will meet them with due effort ' . .
. . developed at St. Edward’s University, is
Assessable Their achievement can be assessed/measured based Bl o T ;
.. . ase on oom’s Taxonom o]
Visible Included in the course booklet and VLE . Lo e Y
. . . A learning objectives. Within the central
Aligned To teaching, learning and assessment activities . .
wheel are listed levels of learning.
Verbs that may be useful for writing
learning outcomes are in the middle
wheel. The outer wheel suggests
activities that can be engaged in to
help promote or foster such levels of
learning.
CONFIRMING INFORMATION GATHERING |, CONFIRMING USE OF KNOWLEDGE
Task- Analogy Cartoon Photograph MAKING USE OF
Oriented INFORMATION ACTIVITIES ¢l relationships Collage Poster ACTIVITIES KNOWLEDGE
Question GATHERING Conclusion or implication Diagram Skit
Construction base‘d on data Drama Speech
Wheel Outline Graph Story
Based on ACTIVITIES Summary ?;’;‘; :‘e"ctgr“;f]i‘g‘ ACTIVITIES
Bloom's A definition Creating...
Taxonomy A dictionary VERBS I[E)xttendv .l?slale VERBS A cartoon A project
o Events Change Match 1stinguis A drama A puzzle
Permission is granted Films Confirm Paraphrase Compare Infer Appl A filmstri A question
for use of this material . . D Summarize PRy P d
provided the following Magazine articles Express Restate Generalize Predict Change A forecast Diagram
credit line appears on Newspapers Illustrate Transform Defend Explai Choose A list Tllustration
all copies: People Define clend Explain Classify A map Photograph
Task Oriented Radio Describe VERBS  Collect A meeting Sculpture
Question Construction . . . A
Wheel Based on Recordings Draw Discover A mobile Solution
Bloom's Taxonomy,” Television shows Identify Dramatize A painting
©2004 St. Edward's Text reading Label COMPREHENSION Draw Interpret A paper which follows an outline
w Video Locate X Make Shifting smooth]y from
Memorize Model one gear into another
Name Modify
Recite Paint
coeognize | KNOWLEDGE APPLICATION Prepare
State Report
Write Show
Apprise VERRS ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITIES VERBS PP EVALUATION ANALYSIS

Analyze Categorize Classify

Comparison of standards ComP are Compare  Construct Contrast
5 - Consider X . Lo
Conclusion I Differentiate Distinguish ;
. Criticize . . Break down an argument
Court Trial .. Examine Infer Investigate N
A Critique N Draw a conclusion
Editorial Judge SYNTHESIS Point out  Research Graph
Esmbhshment of standards Recommend Selec} ) Separate Identify parts of a propaganda statement
Evaluation Subdivide
Group Discussion Relate Survey Model
Recommendation Solve - Addto  Develop Originate Take apart gueslltonnalre
Self-Evaluation Summarize Combine Formulate  Plan S eport
Survey Construct Hypothesize Produce urvey
. Syllogism
Valuing Create Invent Role-Play
Design  Organize What if
VERBS

A play Article Book Cartoon  Game Invention

Poem Report Song Story

Formulate a hypothesis or question

JUDGING THE Set of rules, principles. or standards )
Speculate on or plan an alternate course of action G
OUTCOME ACTIVITIES TAKIN
APART

PUTTING TOGETHER
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Additional resources and support are available from CELT: http://www.nuigalway.ie/celt.
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