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Modules offered in our School – click here for description: 

1. 1st YEAR PROGRAMME

SP1126: Introduction to Sociology

2. 2nd YEAR PROGRAMME

SP2123 Modern Political Thought

SP212 Classical Social Thought

SP2124 Introduction to Policymaking

SP239 Youth Development 

SP243 Understanding Family and Society

3. 3rd/FINAL YEAR PROGRAMME

Large lecture modules:

SP405 Contemporary Social Thought

SP3139 Comparative Government & Politics

SP3137 Youth & Society

Small group seminar modules:

SP3101 ‘Community’: Significance & Change

SP3214 Biosociality and Bioeconomy: The Value(s) of Living Things 

SP3198 Songs of Rebellion

SP3103 European Union: Polity, Political Economy, & International Role

SP3150 Teaching Methods for the Politics and Society Classroom

SP3192: Sociology of Religion

SP3129: Sexualities, Genders and Diversities

SP721 Ocean & Marine Politics

SP4131 Smart & Liveable Cities & Suburbs

SP3218 Politics in Practice: Art & Activism

SP420 Sociology of the Environment 

SP618 Welfare Words

SP3194: Theories of Nationalism

SP3193 Introduction to Social Work

SP3213 Contemporary African Politics

SP3215 Security & World Affairs: People, Planet, Places

SPL304 Women, Men and Economy: Critical Explorations of Theory & Policy 

Welcome to the School of Political Science & Sociology!
As you can see from the accompanying notes and Timetables the School of Political Science & Sociology (popularly known as Soc & Pol) offers a wide range of modules. Some are specifically about Ireland and others are international in theme, but all deal with issues that are regarded as important in today’s world. Whatever your interests (or your discipline) we hope that at least one of them is for you and that you will join with us in this semester’s programme. If you do decide to study with us the following points should be noted:
1. All the modules offered by the School are in the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd /Final Year programme range.
Visiting students may take any mixture of modules from 1st, 2nd, and 3rd/Final year. 
2. Please check our website for module description per year of programme after you consulted this handbook and learned what modules are available to you:  1st year module description; 2nd year module descriptions; 3rd/Final year module descriptions
3. Once you are registered with the University and register for specific modules, you will have access to Canvas (online learning platform) where all relevant module information will be made available by lecturers. I strongly suggest to familiarise yourself and check Canvas and your University of Galway e-mail daily for any updates. These two types of communication with students will be the main and only way to reach students and keep them informed this semester. 
4. All lectures start as and from week commencing Monday January 12th 2026. The 3rd/Final year Specialist Electives start on and from January 19th 2026.
5. All 1st, 2nd, and 3rd /Final year modules are worth 5 ECTS each. 
6. You can register for as many or as few modules as you wish - there is no compulsory number for Visiting Students within one subject. You ought to be guided in this regard by the requirements of your home institution.
7. Remember, you must first register with the University through the student registration portal in accordance with the University of Galway Registration instructions (http://www.nuigalway.ie/registration/).
If you experience issues with University registration, please check here:

 https://www.nuigalway.ie/registration/how-to-register/newstudentundergrad/new_undergrad_faq/registration_issues/
8. Registering for the modules in our School is through the student portal. If you experience difficulty with registration for modules that your home University requires and the module is already fully subscribed, you need to complete the School registration form (available on the School website and here at the back of this Handbook) and email it to Vesna Malešević who will assist you in this matter at Vesna.Malesevic@universityofgalway.ie 
9. Before making your choices remember that all modules have a limited number of places for ALL students. Remember you can do any combination of modules offered in all three years of the programme.
10. You are strongly advised to attend the Visiting Students Orientation events and specifically talks given by different Schools. SOC&POL talk will take place on Friday January 9th at 11.50am on campus in Bailey Allen Hall, Áras na Mac Léinn.
11. All Visiting Students taking SOC&POL modules are required to complete and forward the School module registration form by e-mail to International Students Coordinator Dr Vesna Malešević at Vesna.Malesevic@universityofgalway.ie between Monday January 12th – Wednesday January 14th at 12 noon irrespective of the help needed to register for specific module(s).
12. Remember that all problems have a solution and that we are here to assist you. 

Semester 2 Dates:
· Start of teaching all years: Monday 12th of January 2026
· Start of teaching Specialist Electives: Monday 19th January 2026

· Self-Directed Learning Week: Monday 9th of February to Friday 13th of February
· Easter Good Friday: 3rd April to Easter Monday 6th of April 2026
· End of teaching all years: Friday 3rd of April 2026 (12 weeks of teaching for all years)
· Study Week: Monday 13th of April to Friday 8th of May 2026
· Semester 2 Exams Start: Tuesday 21st of April 2026
· Semester 2 Exams End: Friday 8th of May (13 days of exams)
· Autumn Repeat Exams: Tuesday 4th of August until Friday 14th of August (9 days of exams)
· Easter Holidays: Good Friday 3rd of April 2026, to Easter Monday 6th of April 2026
· Public Holidays: Monday 27th of October 2025 / Monday 2nd February / Tuesday 17th of March 2026 / Monday 6th April 2026 / Monday 4th May 2026 / Monday 1st of June 2026 / Monday 3rd of August 2026.
Exams & Assessment

In terms of how your modules in the School of Political Science & Sociology will be assessed, details will be released through module outlines and posted on Canvas (online learning platform). If you have any queries, please contact module coordinator.
Essays & assignments: deadlines, extensions & deferrals

If for good reason you cannot make a deadline for an assignment, you can seek an extension from your lecturer. 

Submitting coursework late without an extension or a deferral, will be subject to penalty of 2%/2 points per overdue day for up to 10 working days (Monday – Friday & excluding weekends).

For extension request up to 7 working days with a valid reason and supporting evidence, please contact your module coordinator. 
For extension request beyond 7 working days, please contact the College of Arts under Extenuating Circumstances policy: collegearts@universityofgalway.ie 
Extenuating circumstances are serious unavoidable, unpredictable and exceptional circumstances outside the control of the student, which may negatively impact the student’s performance in assessment. These circumstances could, for example, prevent the student from attending an examination, submitting an assessment or component thereof, and/or performing below their own normative ability in an assessment.
The University has a special Policy on Extenuating Circumstances that can be accessed here: https://www.universityofgalway.ie/media/registry/exams/policiesprocedures/QA209-Extenuating-Circumstances.pdf
Golden Rule: get your assignments in on time! It is best to deliver an imperfect assignment by the due date as opposed to losing marks for late submission.

If you need to defer a module (in which case you will be examined for that module during the Autumn sitting (2nd sitting), you can find the relevant information here: https://www.nuigalway.ie/exams/timetable-advice/deferrals/. Applications for deferral should be sent to Catherine McCurry in the College Office at this email address: collegearts@universityofgalway.ie 
If you fail a module then you will have the opportunity to be repeat that module during the Autumn examinations.
Academic Integrity Policy 

The University of Galway Academic Integrity Policy is available here: https://www.universityofgalway.ie/media/registrar/docs/QA220-Academic-Integrity-Policy-Final.pdf
As the Policy states, ‘Academic misconduct is any attempt to gain or help others gain an unfair academic advantage’. This can be ‘intentional or inadvertent’, and can be committed in a variety of ways (University of Galway 2023). 

The following examples of academic misconduct are quoted from the University Policy (please note that this is not an exhaustive list): 

( ‘Submitting work as your own for assessment, which has, in fact, been done in whole or in part by someone else’. 

( ‘Cheating in exams (e.g., crib notes, copying, using disallowed tools, impersonation)’. 

( ‘Cheating in projects (e.g., collusion; using ‘essay mills’ to carry out the allocated part of the project)’. 

( ‘Self-plagiarism where you submit work which has previously been submitted for a different assignment without permission/acknowledgement’. 

( ‘Posting advertisements for services which encourage contract cheating either physically or virtually’. 

( ‘Submitting all or part of an assessment item which has been produced using artificial intelligence (e.g. Google Translate or other machine translation services/software, AI essay writing service etc.) and claiming it as your own work.’ 

(Source: University of Galway, 2023, QA220 Academic Integrity Policy)
Citing your sources

You should familiarise yourself with the University Referencing guide: https://libguides.library.nuigalway.ie/Plagiarism/Referencing
Citing your sources: The School does not stipulate a particular style of referencing, and you will not be penalized for using the ‘wrong’ method. The main thing is to be consistent, i.e. please don’t mix referencing styles in your coursework. For ease of use we recommend the Harvard system, which is commonly used in the social sciences. 

A useful guide to using the Harvard method can be found here: https://libguides.ul.ie/ld.php?content_id=23581826
We require students to confirm that any written work submitted is their own work: see the Assignment Cover Sheet in the Assessment folder on Canvas. When submitting work via Turnitin on Canvas, you can ‘sign’ the Cover Sheet by typing your name in the space provided.

We allow students to make multiple submissions to Turnitin before the set deadline. You are advised to make use of this option and carefully review your Turnitin similarity match report to ensure that your essay is properly referenced and that all the used sources are acknowledged. 

You can find guidance on how to interpret your Turnitin similarity report here: https://help.turnitin.com/feedback-studio/turnitin-website/student/the-similarity-report/interpreting-the-similarity-report.htm
Feedback Timeframe Policy

For continuous assessment, feedback and marks will be returned 3 weeks from the submission deadline.

Learning Needs Assessment (LENS)

Students with a disability are entitled, under law, to reasonable accommodations to enable them to participate on more equal terms with their peers. Supports and reasonable accommodations are determined through an individual needs assessment, taking into account the nature and impact of the disability, evidence of disability, and course requirements. 

Below is a list of the most recommended reasonable accommodations. This list is not exhaustive, and it is important to note that not all students will be eligible for all accommodations.   

· Advice, Support and Advocacy  

· Exam Accommodations

· In-class Accommodations

· Learning /Skills Support

· Assistive Technology

· Placement Support

· Other Specialised Supports

Incoming students are welcome to register for disability support. We recommend you do so as soon as possible after starting your course or receiving a diagnosis.

Please note: Registration with the Disability Support Service (DSS) is a separate process to registering as a student in the University of Galway.

Students with evidence of a disability, ongoing physical or mental health condition, or a specific learning difficulty can register with the DSS.  

For more information please see: https://www.universityofgalway.ie/disability/
Undergraduate Marks and Standards

The University Policy on Undergraduate Marks and Standards can be accessed here:  https://www.universityofgalway.ie/media/registry/exams/policiesprocedures/QA228---Undergraduate-Marks-and-Standards-approved-Sept-2022-at-AC-Standing-EN&IR-Final.pdf
Passing

The pass mark on all modules is 40%. Where different components of assessment (i.e. continuous assessment, final assessment, etc.) within a module contribute to the final grade it shall not normally be a requirement that any one of these components be separately passed. 

What to do if you experience difficulties 

If you are experiencing difficulties that are having a negative impact on your studies, it is important that you let us know so that we can help or offer guidance on where you can seek assistance. Any information relating your circumstances will be held in strictest confidence. The Golden Rule: deal with these issues as they occur. 
If you encounter difficulties with any aspect of a module in Soc & Pol, we are here to help, but you need to let us know. We welcome feedback from students and an important part of our job is to support you in your studies. Any issues you may have that have not been resolved with the lecturer/programme coordinator in the first instance can also be raised with International Students Coordinator, Dr. Vesna Malešević (vesna.malesevic@universityofgalway.ie).
As a constituent unit of the College of Arts, Social Sciences and Celtic Studies, the School is subject to the oversight by the Dean of Arts and issues relating to School decisions can also be raised with the Dean’s office (contact details here: http://www.nuigalway.ie/colleges-and-schools/arts-social-sciences-and-celtic-studies/staff/).
The Examinations Office has a procedure for dealing with queries relating to marks awarded for modules. For details on ‘rechecks’ and ‘appeals’ please use this link: https://www.nuigalway.ie/exams/results/. 

Student Support Services: Information on University Support Services can be found here: https://www.nuigalway.ie/student-life/student-support/
NOTE:
If you have specific queries regarding modules, please direct them to the module lecturer or programme coordinator responsible for that year of study:
1st year:  Gerry Fitzpatrick at gerard.fitzpatrick@universityofgalway.ie 
2nd year: Brian Mc Grath at brian.mcgrath@universityofgalway.ie 

3rd/Final year: Jackie Murphy at Jacqueline.Murphy@universityofgalway.ie 
If you have general queries regarding study in the School of Political Science and Sociology, please direct them to the International Students Coordinator Dr Vesna Malešević at Vesna.Malesevic@universityofgalway.ie 
We wish you very best with your studies at University of Galway!

Signed: Vesna Malešević
Date: December 2025
Disclaimer: Every effort has been made to ensure that the details contained in this handbook are accurate. The School reserves the right to make changes or correct errors as necessary and, in this event, we will ensure that changes are amended into the latest version of the Handbook which is available on the School website. 
School of Political Science & Sociology
Erasmus and Visiting Student Registration Form

Please complete all sections. In the event that you wish to drop a module, please inform module lecturer AND Vesna Malesevic immediately, as someone else may wish to take your place. Separately, you must de-register from the module through UG Student Registration Portal.

	UG ID number
	First name
	Surname
	Course instance (1EM1, 1OA2, etc.)
	UG E-mail address
	Home University
	Ireland phone number
	No. of modules required in SOC&POL for cred-its:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Module code 
	Module title 
	Order of preference
	Are you registered for the module through the student registration portal? Yes/No
	Do you intend to take assessment in the module? (yes/no)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Signature:

Date:
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