Universal Design Student Bursary Scheme
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8th Biennial International Conference in Universal Design (UD26) 4-6 november
	University of Galway, in partnership with the Centre for Excellence in Universal Design (CEUD), will co-host the 8th Biennial International Conference in Universal Design (UD26) in Galway from 4 to 6 November 2026. The Universal Design Student Awards will be held in the University of Galway on 3 November. We are offering a dedicated student bursary scheme to engage you with these major events.
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	The Universal Design Student Co-Lab is a unique opportunity for University of Galway students to get hands-on experience with Universal Design, designing environments, products, and services so they can be accessed and used by everyone. 

It is a great addition to your CV, demonstrating teamwork, inclusive thinking, and creative problem-solving to future employers.




Who Can Apply?
To build our collaborative teams, we are looking to recruit 18 students across two specific streams:
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	9 Students with Design Experience: Open to students currently studying in a design-related course or who have engaged in any design related project or learning in the university. Examples of this could include a student in Engineering, Business, Computer Science, Marketing, Education, or a student who has worked with the Ideas Lab.
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9 Students who have Lived Experience of Accessibility Barriers




Note: If you happen to meet both categories, that is fantastic!

What the Bursary Involves: The Student Co-Lab from 4 to 6 November 2026
This bursary is an interactive learning experience. Selected students will participate in a Design Task where you will:
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Work in teams including students from different courses, students with lived experience and finalists from the UD Student Awards.
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Tackle a fun, real-world design task over a series of collaborative workshops, applying Universal Design principles to create a product, service or space.
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Receive expert mentorship and guidance from professionals in Universal Design, about its principles and application across the international stage.
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Showcase your design ideas at the international UD26 conference
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What Successful Student Applicants Receive
18 successful student applicants will receive:
· Full registration for the UD26 Conference at the Galmont Hotel, 4 to 6 November 2026.
· Attendance at the Gala Dinner, offering a great opportunity to network with international designers and researchers.
Key Dates:
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· Applications Formally Open: 31 August

· Applications Close: 25 September

· Results Announced: 5 October

· Online Session: 19 October
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For further information or questions about the student application process, please email the Inclusive Environment Project Officer, Tara Flanagan, at tara.flanagan@universityofgalway.ie.
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