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Objectives 
 To develop students’ analytical skills; 

 To develop students’ research and writing skills in this dynamic 
area of international law; 

 To provide an in-depth understanding of the CRC and other 
legal instruments that enshrine or protect and promote 
children’s rights. 

Lecturer and 
Time 

Claire Raissian 

(5 ECTS) Semester 2 (Weeks 5-8), Thursday 2-5pm 

 

   

 

Learning 
Outcomes 

On successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 Discuss and critically analyse legal arguments on the rights of 
the child; 

 Critically evaluate international and regional law, policy and 
jurisprudence on children’s rights in a number of areas; 

 Examine and analyse state practice in relation to 
implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC): how effective are states when it comes to 
guaranteeing children’s rights?  

Course 
Material 

Notes can be downloaded from Blackboard at 
http://blackboard.nuigalway.ie.  

Format This course will be taught over four three-hour interactive seminars. 
Students are expected to come prepared to engage in class and to 
discuss the assigned readings each week. 

Core Texts There are no core texts for this module. 

Students are asked to print and bring a copy of the CRC to each 
seminar (available at 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx), and 
will be directed towards other readings and resources weekly, which 
will be made available on Blackboard. 

This book will serve as a useful reference point; International 
Human Rights of Children (Ursula Kilkelly &Ton Liefaard, Editors) 
(2019: Springer), and is available to download free from the 
following link; https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2F978-
981-10-4184-6.pdf 

Readings Readings will be assigned at least one week in advance of the class. 
The material will be available online or in the library and links will be 
provided. Where readings are not available they will be posted on 
Blackboard under ‘Learning Materials.’ 

Assessment 1.             Written Assignment                70% 

http://blackboard.nuigalway.ie/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2F978-981-10-4184-6.pdf
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007%2F978-981-10-4184-6.pdf


2.             Class attendance and participation                  30% 

Week 1 5/12/21 
Introduction to International Law on the Rights of the Child 

 The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

 Optional Protocols to the Convention 

 The Best Interests of the Child, Non-Discrimination and 
‘General Principles’ of the CRC 

  What is a child rights-based approach? All children as rights-
bearers under the CRC 

 The Committee on the Rights of the Child 

Week 2 12/10/21 Understanding Children: Vulnerability v. Agency 

 Child Rights theory: a critical evaluation of key theories 

 What is vulnerability: Are all children equally vulnerable? 

 Exploitation of vulnerable children: frameworks for protection 

 Forms of Violence Against Children 

 Children as agents with control over their lives and choices, 

yet lacking legal capacity 

Week 3 19/10/21 Children on the Move 

 The rights of children in the context of international migration 

 Separated and unaccompanied asylum-seeking children at 

borders 

 Issues faced by children on the move 

 Child victims of human trafficking 

Week 4 26/10/21 Children Associated with Armed Forces and Groups: ‘Child 

Soldiers’ 

 Does international law protect children from armed conflict? 

 Child soldiers: victims or perpetrators? 

 Children and transitional justice 

 Case studies: Sierra Leone and Northern Uganda  

 

 


