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	Course Outline


	Overview & Learning Outcomes
	
Overview 

The aim of this module is to equip students to analyse and evaluate the legal, political, and philosophical issues relevant to the law and practice of minority rights.

Learning Objectives 

(1) Analyse and assess legal arguments relating to minority rights in international human rights law
(2) Analyse and evaluate the philosophical and jurisprudential foundations of minority rights 
(3) Analyse and critically evaluate models of integration, multiculturalism and minority rights 
(4) Assess the potentially conflicting claims of gender, minority rights and migration law and policy


	Lecturer
	Name
	Office
	Ext
	E-mail

	
	Dr Janos Fiala-Butora

	Room G031 
ILAS
	4014
	janos.fiala-butora@universityofgalway.ie    


	Times
	
	Day
	Time
	Venue

	
	Lectures:
	Wednesday
	2-5pm 
	Room 208, Irish Centre for Human Rights

	Credits
	5 ECTS (12 hours of teaching)

	Format
	Teaching is by means of seminar discussion and advanced readings, and case-studies. Case-studies and readings will be assigned in advance. All teaching materials, and weekly seminar handouts, with questions for discussion and further readings, will be posted in advance on Canvas. 

	Course Material
	A course web is available at https://universityofgalway.instructure.com 
On Canvas, you will find the course outline, seminar slides, readings, announcements, and other relevant material. You should check Canvas regularly (at least once a week). 

	Assessment/Exams
	The course will be examined by way of a research paper of not more than 3,000 words (excluding footnotes and bibliography).

	Office Hours
	Wednesday 11am-noon
Students can also email to arrange a meeting.







Seminar schedule

	Seminar 1 


	January 13th    

	Minority rights in international law

	Seminar 2


	January 20th   
	Minority rights and racial discrimination in the UN system

	Seminar 3 


	January 27th  
	Multiculturalism, citizenship, statelessness, minority rights – conflicts and challenges


	Seminar 4


	February 3rd
	The rights of indigenous peoples in international law 








Background reading

You do not have to read these materials in advance for the module. These are only recommended readings. However, do check which materials are assigned for a specific seminar, and do read those in advance of the seminar.

Moria Paz, The Failed Promise of Language Rights: A Critique of the International Language Rights Regime, 54 Harvard International Law Journal 157 (2013)

Francesco Palermo, Addressing Contemporary Stalemate in the Advancement of Minority Rights: Commentary on Language Rights of Persons Belonging to National Minorities, in: Tove H. Malloy and Ugo Caruso (eds.), Minorities, their Rights, and the Monitoring of the European Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities (Martinus Nijhoff, Leiden-Boston, 2013)

Asbjorn Eide, The Council of Europe’s Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, in: Kristin Henrard and Robert Dunbar (eds.), Synergies in Minority Protection (Cambridge University Press, 2008)

Robert Dunbar, Minority Language Rights in International Law, 50 Int'l & Comp. L.Q. 90 (2001)

Roberta Medda-Windischer, Changing Paradigms In The Traditional Dichotomy Of Old And New Minorities, in: Kristin Henrard, Double Standards Pertaining to Minority Protection, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, Leiden (2010), 195-218

Gudmundur Alfredsson, A Frame an Incomplete Painting: Comparison of the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities with International Standards and Monitoring Procedures, 7 International Journal on Minority and Group Rights 291-304 (2000).

Natalie Sabanadze and Vincent de Graaf, Are Some States and Minorities More Equal Than Others? Double Standards and the Work of the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities, in: Kristin Henrard, Double Standards Pertaining to Minority Protection, Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, Leiden (2010), 117-143

Damien Short, Cultural genocide and indigenous peoples: a sociological approach, 14(6) The International Journal of Human Rights 831-846 (2010)

David Keane and Joshua Castellino, Is the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination the De Facto Minority Rights Treaty?, in: Carla M. Buckley, Alice Donald and Philip Leach (eds.), Towards Convergence in International Human Rights Law, Nottingham Studies on Human Rights, Volume: 5, Brill Nijhoff, Leiden, 2016, 275-295

Rainer Bauböck, Dual Citizenship for Transborded Minorities? A Rejoinder, in: Rainer Bauböck (ed.), Dual citizenship for transborder minorities? How to respond to the Hungarian-Slovak tit-for-tat?, EUI Working Papers RSCAS 2010/75, pp. 37–42. (2010)

Karen Engle, On Fragile Architecture: The UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in the context of Human Rights, The European Journal of International Law Vol. 22 No. 1, EJIL 2011

Will Kymlicka, Solidarity in diverse societies: beyond neoliberal multiculturalism and welfare chauvinism, 3 Comparative Migration Studies 3:17 (2015)

Gudmundar Alfredsson, Minorities, Indigenous and Tribal Peoples: Definitions of Terms as a Matter of International Law, in: Nazila Ghanea and Alexandra Xanthaki (eds.), Minorities, Peoples and Self-determination, 2005

Rainer Bauböck & Christian Joppke (eds.), How liberal are citizenship tests?, EUI Working Paper RSCAS 2010/41 (2010)

Shahabuddin M Minorities and the Making of Postcolonial States in International Law (Cambridge University Press, 2021)

Shahabuddin M Ethnicity and International Law: Histories, Politics and Practices
(Cambridge University Press, 2016) 

[bookmark: f0-text]Erueti, A “The politics of international indigenous rights”, University of Toronto Law Journal,  Volume 67, Number 4, Fall 2017, pp. 569-595

Doyle C Indigenous Peoples, Title to Territory, Rights and Resources: The Transformative Role of Free Prior and Informed Consent (Routledge: 2017) 

Forest Peoples Programme (Feb 18 2021) Rolling back social and environmental safeguards – overview (available at:  https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/rolling-back-safeguards)

UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 2021 Indigenous peoples and coronavirus disease (COVID-19) recovery	A/HRC/48/54, available at: https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-indigenous-peoples/annual-thematic-reports

Mullally S and Enright M (eds). (2013) Complex Transformations – Gender, Religious Subjectivities and the New Politics of Belonging Special Issue: International Journal of Law in Context (2013)

Benhabib S The Claims of Culture (Princeton University Press: 2002)

Modood T Multiculturalism (Cambridge: Polity Press 2013)
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