International Law Mooting and Advocacy (LW5230) – Module Outline

Lecturer: 
Dr. Paul Bradfield
paul.bradfield@universityofgalway.ie 

Class dates:
Semester 1, academic weeks 5-8
Fridays at 9am-12pm, ICHR Seminar Room

Module Description:
The course introduces students to the method and practice of international legal advocacy. In particular, the module focuses on building individual and team-based skills in relation to drafting, building an argument and oral advocacy. For those intending to separately take part in competitive mooting during the academic year at the ICHR, it is highly recommended that you take this module. (Note: enrolment in the module does not guarantee student participation in any mooting competition team. This module runs separately and apart from competitions. Selection for such competitions is subject to funding, capacity and merit-based considerations).


Learning Outcomes:
On successful completion of this module students will be able to:
· Apply gained legal knowledge to complex problems and to draw logical reasoned conclusions that are supported by argument and legal authority.
· Use appropriate legal terminology and language both orally and in writing.
· Present an argument in a way which is comprehensible to others.
· Appropriately structure and draft a written legal argument.
· Construct and deliver oral submissions through individual and group exercises. 

Module Materials:
Class materials will consist of select reading and case-related scenarios. Reading lists will be provided in advance of each seminar.

Course Assessment:
Evaluation is undertaken through:

· The submission of a written drafting assignment (50%)
· Individual oral advocacy exercise (25%)
· Group oral advocacy exercise (25%)
Seminar 1 – Introduction and Written Advocacy (9 October)
This class will introduce students to the practice of mooting and advocacy before international courts, with a focus on the key skills involved in drafting, structuring and arguing written legal submissions. 

Seminar 2 – Oral Advocacy (16 October)
This class will focus on oral advocacy – how to structure a legal argument and how to communicate complex legal points. Direct and cross-examination skills will also be covered. 

Seminar 3 – (23 October)
This class will involve group-based oral advocacy exercises, using real-life case scenarios from the ICC.

Seminar 4 – (30 October)
This class will involve students participating in a mock trial, applying all the skills they have learned to date. 
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