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School of Law | Teaching law since 1849

The School of Law comprises of five academic units, the Law School and four
world-class research centres: the Irish Centre for Human Rights, the Centre
for Disability Law and Policy, the Centre for Housing Law, Rights and Policy,
and the Centre for Law, Religion and Society.

Our academic staff are nationally and internationally recognised experts in
their fields of research. Their knowledge and experience provides students
with a stimulating research-led learning experience.
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Expert Global Key Career postgraduate students are

Academics Focus Skills Pathways in employment or further
education by the March

following graduation .

Our Degree Programmes

We offer a diverse range of postgraduate programmes, delivered in a stimulating
and supportive environment with exciting opportunities for specialised
qualifications. Our postgraduate law programmes are taught by research-led
academics who are driving thinking, global policy and activism in the fields of
commercial law, public policy, human rights, disability rights and housing. Such
expertise ensures that our postgraduate programmes provide an exceptional

learning experience and equip you with the skills to achieve your career goals.

Galway is a place like no other, a
medieval city and Ireland’s cultural
heart (Croi Chulturtha na
hEireann). It is vibrant,
cosmopolitan, rich in folklore and
famous for its cobble-stoned
streets, quaint shops and
contemporary vibe. Set on the
Wild Atlantic Way, from this
position on the edge of Europe,
University of Galway has a proud
history of reaching out and
connecting with the world.

Galway combines the energy of a
young and diverse population with
the authenticity of a place steeped
in history and tradition. The city is
celebrated for its culture, theatre
and arts with festivals and fringe
events running throughout the
year. Students make up 20% of the
city’s population and the University
is perfectly placed within walking
distance of all amenities.




Research
Centres

Research-led teaching

University of Galway is a fantastic environment
in which to study law. Our LLM programmes
allow students to obtain an advanced law
degree and facilitate the development of

research, critical thinking and presentation skills.

All our LLM programmes are research-led and
delivered by colleagues who are experts and
passionate about their areas of teaching and
research.

Irish Centre for
Human Rights (ICHR)

The Irish Centre for Human Rights is one of the
world’s premier human rights law centres.
Combining research, teaching and practice on
human rights law and policy, the Centre is at
the crossroads of today’s most pressing human
rights issues in law, public policy and practice.
Our specialised LLM and PhD programmes
provide students with the theoretical,
conceptual and practical skills necessary to
pursue a range of careers in human rights law,
public policy, and practice. Whether your
interests are in peace-building, international
criminal justice, gender, women’s rights,
business and human rights, or refugee and
migration law, you will find a range of
specialised courses at the Irish Centre for
Human Rights that will equip you to pursue

your goals.

——e

Centre for Disability Law & Policy (CDLP)

The Centre for Disability Law and Policy’s mission is to advance the rights of people with
disabilities through education, research and outreach activities. We pride ourselves on
being at the cutting edge of research in, and advocacy of, disability rights. Our staff and
students have been centrally involved in the development of the UN Convention on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its implementation around the world. The Centre
welcomes students from diverse cultures, disciplinary backgrounds, and with a wide
range of life experiences — including disabled students from around the globe. | am
proud to lead such a talented group of researchers, students and academics.

Centre for Housing Law, Rights & Policy (CHLRP)
At the Centre for Housing Law, Rights and Policy Research (CHLRP), we endeavour to
create a space for a free and open discussion, combining research, resource
development, advocacy and publications on housing law, rights and policy in Ireland,
and internationally. The Centre is linked with many international organisations, such as
the European Network of Housing Researchers, and the UNESCO Housing Chair in
Tarragona, Spain, hosting visiting professors, researchers and IRC-funded PhD
students. We aim to contribute to the development of housing law, rights and policy
through research, conferences, lectures, training, advocacy, publications, specialist
research and support to housing agencies and others.

Centre for Law, Religion & Society (CLRS)

At the Centre for Law, Religion and Society (CLRS), our mission is to be a
multidisciplinary hub for research, teaching, and engagement at the intersections of
law, religion, and society, to advance understanding of how norms, ethics, and
belief systems shape law and justice across diverse contexts and to produce
research that deepens knowledge, informs practice, and contributes to equality,
gender justice, and social change. Our work focuses on how moral frameworks,
ethical reasoning, and belief systems influence law and social norms, and on how
legal structures, in turn, shape lived experience. CLRS builds on the foundations of
the ERC-funded BILQIS Project.


https://www.universityofgalway.ie/bilqis/

The LLM in Law and Digital Innovation prepares

LLM

The LLM in Law and Digital Innovation is ideal for law
graduates, legal professionals, and technologists who
want to deepen their understanding of the evolving
challenges that digital technologies present to
lawyers and law firms who are have to re-think their
processes for a rapidly evolving technological
landscape. It is particularly suited to individuals who
are interested in areas such as digital legal services,
digital innovation, and access to justice, and who are
looking to build or advance careers in law firms, tech
companles policy bodles or regulatory agenues

Q%_.[él m.';. 5, F 28

society and business. This innovative
programme moves beyond the simple
examination of the regulation of technology to
foster curiosity about legal futures.

graduates to become future leaders in shaping
how law and legal practice responds to rapid
advances in technology and innovation. The

L aw and programme equips students with the legal,
ethical, and innovation skills needed to
Digital navigate emerging tech landscapes. Students
will explore how lawyers and law firms respond
S to Al, big data, and digital transformation in
Innovation

Applied Design Skills & Expert
Thinking Project Employability Focus Lectures
Future- Focused Research-Led Industry Skilled

Curriculum Teaching

Combining legal Delivered by
academic experts
from the Technology
and Rights Research
Cluster, integrating

study with cutting-
edge topics like Al
computation and law
and digital
technology together
with specialised
electives like digital
visualisation and
digital ethics.

Programme
Structure

cutting-edge legal
and digital
innovation research.

"’r
What our students say...

Cian Moore,
LLM Law and
Digital Innovation

insightful and collaborative. This LLM

‘This programme is the first of it's kind and couples my
passion for law and the digital world. The legal
landscape is constantly changing and it's a really
interesting post-graduate course. ‘The Future of Law’
module allows for peer to peer discussions surrounding
recent developments within law tech which is really

helping me to further tailor my career.’

Learning

Involves real-world
case studies, legal
tech tools, and
simulations to
develop practical
skills in digital law
and builds expertise
in legal analytics,
design thinking, and
digital innovation.

This programme equips graduates with the specialist
knowledge and practical skills that employers in these
sectors are actively seeking. Graduates of the LLM in

such as legal digital services specialists, legal
in demand across sectors including legal technology

programme is : ‘ e
agencies and academic research institutions.

Law and Digital Innovation will be well prepared for roles
practitioners, and access to justice experts. They will be

companies, international organisations, law firms, public

Career
Opportunities }



https://www.universityofgalway.ie/business-public-policy-law/school-of-law/research/researchclusters/technologyandrights/
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/business-public-policy-law/school-of-law/research/researchclusters/technologyandrights/
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/business-public-policy-law/school-of-law/research/researchclusters/technologyandrights/

The LLM General offers the freedom to design
your own legal specialisation while gaining a @

L L M global perspective. Whether you're aiming for \@l

legal practice in Ireland or internationally, a ololo
(G 6n6ral) bridge to a PhD, policy work or a range of other

careers, the LLM General provides the
flexibility, expertise and critical insights to take Interdiscip]inary Global Expert
your career where you want it to go. You can
personalise your LLM with a flexible module
structure that comports with your interests and
career goals.

Opportunities Perspective Lectures

International
Field Trip

Vis Moot
Module

Design Your
Own Legal Path

The LLM General is ideal for law graduates, legal
Programme professionals and others with relevant experience
seeking a flexible and customisable path to advanced
legal training. It offers a flexible and intellectually
stimulating learning environment where you can explore a
wide range of legal topics while developing practical,
career-focused skills. You will engage in interactive
lectures, seminars, workshops, and group projects led by
expert faculty with research specialisms across diverse
legal fields including international law, human rights,
environmental regulation, and more.

o -
i

As part of Vis Moot,
selected students will
go on an international
field trip to Vienna as
part of the Vis Moot
module. Selected
students compete in
the prestigious Willen
C. Vis International

This international Choose from a wide

arbitration
competition offers a

range of optional
modules to shape your
LLM to match your
personal and

Structure

unique international

opportunity allowing
students to develop
and refine practical
advocacy and oral
argumentation skills
while engaging with
peers and legal
professionals from
around the world.

professional goals
with interdisciplinary

opportunities

to study subjects like

human rights, Commercial

Arbitration Moot each
April, gaining valuable
global exposure.

technology,
environmental law, or

business.

Graduates of the LLM General are equipped with the
advanced legal knowledge, critical thinking, and analytical .
skills sought after across a wide range of sectors. The Opportunltles
flexible structure of the programme allows students to
tailor their learning to align with specific career aspirations,
making them highly adaptable in a competitive job market.
With the growing need for professionals who can navigate
legal systems across jurisdictions, the LLM General
prepares graduates for emerging roles in global legal
services, tech regulation, and transnational governance.

What our students say...

This course has given me a foundation of transferable skills
in a variety of areas, allowing me to develop a critical
thinking approach to my studies. The selection of modules
available stems across the other master’'s programmes,
which allows you to shape and mould your own masters
Emily Brennan, and develop your own area of expertise. Most importantly, |
LLM General have become confident in my ability to engage these skills
and develop them further. | felt supported, valued and
appreciated throughout my academic efforts.

~

-



https://www.vismoot.org/
https://www.vismoot.org/
https://www.vismoot.org/
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The LLB provides an excellent foundation for a
career in legal practice as a solicitor, barrister, as
L L B well as in related fields such as business, media,

social work and administration. It also prepares

Bachelor graduates for roles involving legal advisory work
in both the private and public sectors. Students

Of can choose between sfeveralipathways designed Practical Accreditation Streamlined
to support students with their career goals. Training Curriculum

L Students can complete the LLB over 2 years (full-
aws : : :
time), 3 years (full-time) or 4 years (part-time).

Unique 'l Practical-Led Research-Led
Course Training Teaching

The LLB (Bachelor of Laws) offers a dynamic .

L " o Fast-track a legal Gain real-world Learn from research-
foundation in legal knowledge, critical thinking, and Programme career with a 2 or 3 experience through active academics
advocacy skills. Explore how law shapes society while year LLB covering our mooting module with specialist
developing analytical and practical skills valued Structure subjects approved by (B .1d case studies that expertise across
across the legal profession. The LLB empowers you to the Honorable builds versatile skills [ifl multiple areas of law,
drive change and make an impact in legal, public, or : Society of King’s such as advocacy and who bring real-world
corporate careers worldwide. It prepares students for ' Rl [nns, enabling problem-solving insights to teaching

. . .. . graduates to sit the ski]ls) valued in ]avv, while blnldlng strong
career.s in the legal pI’OfeSSIOI’]'S, equipping them with King’s Inn Entrance public service, competencies in
the skills and knowledge required for entrance exams Examination. business, and other advocacy, analysis,
to the legal professional bodies for solicitors and b | professional sectors, legal research, and
barristers in Ireland. yohane. (N () enhancing your professional practice.

— . E— Tov —— = i - career prospects
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What our students say...

Before my LLB, | completed a BA in Law and Philosophy at
University of Galway because it allowed me to study two
subjects I'm passionate about, providing versatility and a
strong academic foundation. | returned for my LLB
because of its inclusive environment, practical learning

The LLB degree opens the door to diverse and rewarding
career pathways, both within the legal profession and Career

beyond. Graduates can pursue qualification as a solicitor Opportunities :
through the Law Society’s Blackhall Place, with many
graduates choosing to specialise in areas such as
corporate law, human rights, criminal justice, property, or

Salma Smith, opportunities, and strong support system. The programme emerging fields like technology and data protection law.
LLB Bachelor aligns with my goal of working in policy and human rights Beyond traditional legal roles, the LLB provides an
of Laws law, combining theory with real-world applications. | highly excellent foundation for careers in policy, human

recommend this course.

resources, journalism, consultancy, and the NGO sector.




Our LLM International and Comparative
Business Law offers a globally connected
programme that builds on Ireland’s unique
position at the intersection of common and EU
law. With small classes, expert faculty, and a

LLM

International

and vibrant community, it equips students with the
legal and commercial skills to navigate cross-
Comparative border transactions, regulation, and

international trade.

Business

Law

This LLM is ideal for law graduates, legal professionals,
and those interested in the international business
environment who want to deepen their knowledge of
comparative and global legal frameworks. If you are
motivated by complex international legal challenges and
seek a career in multinational corporations, law firms,

Programme
Structure

you with the critical legal and analytical skills needed for
success. The course also suits students aiming to

develop interdisciplinary expertise or prepare for further
academic research in international business law.

regulatory bodies, or consultancy, this programme equips %

What our students say...
The programme provided a comprehensive and in-depth
understanding of the complexities of international
business law, preparing me for the challenges of the
modern legal landscape. The university’s faculty was
outstanding, comprising experts in international law and
business who were always approachable and supportive.
I am truly grateful for the opportunities and knowledge
this programme offered, propelling me towards a

successful career in international business law.

~

Jyothish Krishna,
LLM International
and Comparative
Business Law

Work Placement

Industry

Expert

Collaboration Opportunities Lectures

Research-led
Teaching

Global
Perspective

Practical
Skills

In-depth study of
international trade

Explore business law
with a focus on global
trade and cross-

Emphasis on

negotiation, drafting,
compliance for real-

law, delivered by

border transactions, academics from the

building strong
connections with
legal practitioners
and business leaders
through guest
lectures and
networking.

world experience
which prepares

Private and

Commercial Law
Research Cluster,
incorporating
cutting-edge global
business law

graduates for diverse
roles with attention

to sustainable
development and
corporate

responsibility.

research.

Graduates of this LLM programme are well-prepared for
careers in international trade, corporate law, financial
regulation, compliance, and commercial dispute resolution.
They are in demand across sectors including law firms,
multinational corporations, financial institutions,
international organisations, and regulatory bodies. Typical
roles include legal associate, compliance officer, legal advisor,
regulatory affairs specialist, and in-house counsel. With
experience, graduates can progress to senior roles such as
legal counsel, partner, or policy advisor in global institutions.

Career

Opportunities



https://www.universityofgalway.ie/business-public-policy-law/school-of-law/research/researchclusters/privateandcommerciallaw/
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/business-public-policy-law/school-of-law/research/researchclusters/privateandcommerciallaw/
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/business-public-policy-law/school-of-law/research/researchclusters/privateandcommerciallaw/

LLM

International

Law and Policy offers an in-depth study of
disability rights law, international policy
frameworks, and comparative legal systems,
engaging students with global disability
and advocacy and policy initiatives. This programme
is suitable for you if you are motivated by
international legal challenges, committed to
advancing disability rights, and eager to engage
with a global community of scholars and
practitioners.

Comparative
Disability
Law & Policy

This LLM is ideal for law graduates and professionals
seeking expertise in disability law, students
interested in human rights, advocacy, and equality
law, and those pursuing careers in international
organisations, government, NGOs, law firms, or
consultancy. It also suits students combining legal
knowledge with interdisciplinary skills in social policy,
education, or healthcare law, or preparing for further
research. It will empower you to shape inclusive
societies through legal reform, advocacy, and
innovative policy.

F

_&"Tj_ T it

Programme
Structure

What our students say...

For me, the greatest part of this programme is being
surrounded by incredible peers all of whom are doing
amazing work within the disability sector. Being able to
come together in the class and share ideas, thoughts
and understandings and then be able to go back into
the world and share that knowledge within our
respective fields is a huge part of the reason why |
enjoyed this programme so much.

Conal Fagan
LLM International and
Comparative Disability
Law & Policy

The LLM International and Comparative Disability

Research-Led Field
Teaching Work

Work Placement
Opportunities

D

Global & Industry
Perspective

Specialist

Career Enhancing
Modules

Opportunities

Opportunities to
apply for a limited
number of work
placements, offering
valuable real-world

Study with guidance
from world-leading

Tailor your studies
with optional
scholars at the modules in inclusive
Centre for Disability
Law and Policy
(CDLP) while
engaging in cutting-
edge research and
develop advanced
skills in legal
analysis, policy
design, and advocacy.

education,
employment rights,
legal experience and
professional
networking
opportunities,
preparing for
impactful careers
within the field.

healthcare law, or
social policy. Apply
your learning to
practical projects
that address
contemporary global
disability challenges
and legal reform.

I e

Graduates of the LLM International and Comparative
Disability Law and Policy are well-prepared for careers

in international and comparative law, disability rights
advocacy, human rights policy and equality initiatives.
Typical roles for graduates include Disability Rights Policy
Advisor, Human Rights Advocate or Consultant, Legal
Counsel or Legal Analyst, Equality and Diversity Officer,
Researcher in law, policy, or social justice. With
experience, graduates can progress to senior leadership
roles in NGOs, government or international institutions.

Career

Opportunities }




The LLM Criminology, Criminal Justice and
Human Rights prepares graduates to take a
leading role in advancing justice, human rights,
and criminal law reform. Practical and
research-informed, this programme equips
students with critical thinking, legal analysis,
and policy evaluation skills vital for impact in
modern legal and advocacy contexts. Students
will explore how criminology, criminal justice,
and human rights intersect to address complex
challenges in national and international
systems.

LLM

Criminology,

Criminal
Justice and
Human

Rights

This LLM uniquely combines criminology, criminal justice,
and human rights, delivered by research-led academics
from the Crime, Punishment and Rights Research Cluster.
It offers a comprehensive, interdisciplinary curriculum
designed to deepen your understanding of contemporary
justice systems, human rights frameworks, and criminal
law. The course blends theory with practical and policy-
focused learning. A key element is the supervised minor
thesis, a significant research project that develops your
analytical skills and prepares you for further study or
professional careers.

Programme

Structure

What our students say...

Studying the BCL Law, Criminology, and Criminal
Justice deepened my passion for justice and
human rights. Progressing to the LLM
Criminology, Criminal Justice, and Human Rights
felt like a natural next step. Now, as a Legal and
Knowledge Management Researcher, | feel both
prepared and inspired.

Emily Donnellan
LLM Criminology,
Criminal Justice and
Human Rights

Career

Expert

Preparation Lectures

Practical
Real-World
Exposure

Interdisciplinary Research &
Focus @ Practice Pathways

Features Combines Provides flexibility

extracurricular field criminology, criminal for students to follow

law, and human a more research-

driven academic path
or focus on practical
application through
real-world case

trips such as trips to
the Irish High Court,
local prisons, and
human rights
organisations,
enhancing
understanding of
justice systems and
professional skills.

rights to provide a
broad, critical
understanding of
justice systems, state
accountability, and
rights-based
approaches.

studies and policy-
oriented learning.

Students of this LLM are well positioned to pursue further
research at PhD level and aim for academic careers as
lecturers and researchers. They are also well equipped to
enter roles within national and international human rights
organisations, criminal justice agencies, legal advisory
services, policy think tanks, and government
departments, working as legal researchers, policy
analysts, human rights advocates, programme officers,
and consultants across both public and private sectors.

Career
Opportunities



https://www.universityofgalway.ie/business-public-policy-law/school-of-law/research/researchclusters/crimepunishmentandrights/tab1content/llm-cohort-visit-the-supreme-court.html

The LLM International Human Rights provides a
comprehensive study of legal norms and

L L M mechanisms protecting human dignity globally.
Analyse human rights challenges in diverse

International contexts and develop expertise for research,

policy-making, or legal practice in international
Human justice. By combining rigorous academic Work Placement Renowned Practical

. training with practical insight, this LLM Opportunities Academics Training
nghts prepares graduates to make a meaningful

impact in advancing human dignity and justice
worldwide. @

Unique ‘ Field
Curriculum Work

Research-Led
Teaching

This LLM is ideal for law graduates, human rights

. : : ive study isit g L f leading
practitioners, and advocates seeking to deepen their Comprehensive study Ymt °10b2.d hu.man carn r_(.)m cading
: : . i Programme of global human rights bodies like the human rights
.underst.ano.lmg ofl|nte.rnat|ona| humah r|.ghts law and rights law, combining [l UNHRC and ECHR scholars actively
its application. It is suited for those aiming to work Structure theory and advocacy- for immersive, on- shaping global

with international organisations, NGOs, government focused practical the-ground learning, research, law, and
bodies, or in academia, focusing on human rights . skills, preparing while gaining hands- policy debates while
protection, policy development, and advocacy 0 7 graduates for careers on experience being immersed in
worldwide. Whether you're pursuing a career in litigation, - ' in NGOs, legal through legal clinics, the ongoing research
policymaking, or humanitarian work, this course equips practice, global advocacy workshops, ar?d activityat t_he

i ’ i . ; policy, and and real-world case Irish Centre for
you with the legal expertise and practical skills needed to — v B international human analysis.. Human Rights,
promote and defend human rights globally. Sus rights work. uniquely located on

mﬂ_ _ Wt

campus.

The LLM International Human Rights equips graduates
for rewarding careers in the promotion and protection of Career

human rights worldwide. As human rights issues grow in Opportunities :
prominence, there is increasing demand for
professionals skilled in legal frameworks and practical
advocacy. Graduates find opportunities in international
and regional organisations, NGOs, government
agencies, legal practices specialising in human rights,
national and international courts, and research
institutions.

What our students say...

| chose this program for its blend of theory and practice,
led by experienced professors with real-world expertise.
University of Galway’s reputation and the quality of its
human rights program aligned perfectly with my passion
for defending human rights. Highlights of my

experience include guest lectures by experts and a visit to
the Irish military base, which provided

practical insights.

Renato
Urtusuastegui,
LLM International
Human Rights




LLM

International
Criminal
Law

The LLM International Criminal Law explores
the legal frameworks governing accountability
for international crimes. Students will examine
the history, law and practice of international
criminal tribunals, including the International
Criminal Court. The course provides an
excellent foundation for research, policy or
legal practice in the field.

International Field Justice-Centred Expert

Lectures

Trip Curriculum

Programme
Structure

LLM International
Criminal Law

This LLM is ideal for law graduates, legal professionals,
and human rights advocates interested in efforts aimed
at holding perpetrators of international crimes to account.
It suits those aiming to work with international criminal
tribunals (like the ICC), civil society organisations,
national courts, or in academic research. The course is
particularly relevant for careers in war crimes
prosecution, transitional justice, human rights law, and
post-conflict accountability processes. Explore key areas
such as genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity,
and the functioning of international courts and tribunals.

What our students say...
Studying the LLM International Criminal Law at
University of Galway gave me the opportunity to meet
incredible, passionate people from different cultures
and backgrounds. It also allowed me to develop insights
into the global legal system, understandings of
ALEXANDRE NEUMAN geopolitical conflicts, and interests in peace-building,
international criminal justice, and humanitarian law. In
addition, it was particularly fascinating to study and live
in this exciting environment.

~

-

Real-World
Insight

Field
Work

Unique
Curriculum

The curriculum Includes extra-

Study under

covers international curricular study visits academics and
to key legal

institutions such as

crimes, including former practitioners

aggression, war with direct

crimes, genocide, and
crimes against
humanity, and issues
of individual
responsibility in an
international context.

the International experience at the

Criminal Court in International
The Hague and other

international

Criminal Court
(ICC), ad hoc
tribunals, and UN
investigative bodies.

tribunals.

The LLM International Criminal Law prepares graduates
for impactful careers in international justice, human rights
protection, and criminal accountability. Graduates are
equipped for roles with international courts and tribunals,
the United Nations, NGOs, human rights bodies, and
national prosecution services. Career paths include legal
officer, human rights advocate, investigator, policy
advisor, and roles in transitional justice or war crimes
prosecution. Many also progress to PhD study or
academic careers in international law and justice.

Career

Opportunities




L L M The LLM International Migration and Refugee
Law and Policy equips students to understand,

S critique and work in the field of international
Interna’tlonal migration and forced displacement at the
. . domestic, regional or international level. Explore

Mlgratlon the international legal framework and policies
that shape regular and irregular migration, both Employbility Renown?d Research-Led

and Refugee voluntary and forced. Examine how those law Academics Teaching
and policies impact the human rights of migrants

Law and and refugees, enhancing or launching your

career in migration and displacement.

Policy

Future-Ready § Global Sustainable and
Curriculum Perspective Justice Focus

Th|S LLM programme |S deSIgﬂed '[O prOVIde a Engage \Vith pressing Analyse hOVV Investigate the legal
rigorous and progressive learning experience over Programme global challenges international, EU, dimensions of

the course of one academic year (full-time) or two such as climate- [l and Irish legal climate migration,
Structure

years (part-time). This specialised programme induced systems respond to inequality, and
equips students with the legal, political, and policy - displacement, migration and forced displacement,
tools necessary to address global challenges — wrafficking, asylum issues— and explore

. . . . . o O statelessness, and EU bridging global innovative, rights-
related to migration, displacement, and international T — border governance frameworks with based solutions for
protection. Students will engage with a curriculum e Th through targeted domestic application. sustainable change.

that blends core legal theory with applied, policy- ._ : ol cicctive modules.
focused learning. 3 & .

What our students say...
The LLM International Migration and Refugee Law and
Policy is the most specialised programme that there is
within Migration and Refugee Law. Being at the Irish
Centre for Human Rights has been a really immersive

Graduates will gain the specialist knowledge and practical
skills that employers across international organisations, Career

NGOs, government agencies, legal practice, and Opportunities ;
academia actively seek. This expertise positions them
well for roles such as legal advisers, policy analysts, human

P experience for my studies. The PhD professors and rights advocates, migration programme officers, and
Paula Cordova students here are doing really groundbreaking research researchers. Employment opportunities exist across sectors
LLM International at the ICHR. One of my career goals is to continue including United Nations agencies, refugee and humanitarian
Migration and Refugee WOTKINg within specialised humanitarian work around organisations, immigration services, law firms specialising in
Law and Policy refugees which this course is helping me to achieve. asylum law, public policy institutions, and universities.




LLM

The LLM Peace Operations, Humanitarian Law
and Conflict prepares students to engage with
the legal and policy challenges of armed
conflict, peacebuilding, and humanitarian

Peace response. Students gain the expertise to work
. in international peace operations, conflict

Operatlons, zones, or global institutions advancing conflict
. . resolution and protection.

Humanitarian

Law and

Conflict

Programme
Structure

Mehari G. Gebru

LLM Peace Operations,
Humanitarian Law and

Conflict

This LLM is ideal for graduates, legal professionals,
and practitioners seeking to understand the complex
legal frameworks governing armed conflict,
humanitarian protection, and peace operations. If you
are passionate about contributing to international
peace efforts, shaping humanitarian responses, or
working in conflict-affected environments, this course
is designed for you. It suits those aiming for careers in
international organisations, NGOs, government
agencies, or academia focused on conflict, security,
and human rights.

What our students say...

Studying my LLM Peace Operations, Humanitarian Law
and Conflict at the Irish Centre for Human Rights was
an incredibly rewarding experience. Its distinctive
program, inclusive multicultural environment, inspiring
courses, and exceptional faculty mentorship enriched
me both academically and professionally. | highly
recommend it to anyone committed to strengthening
legal frameworks and advancing the protection of
civilians in conflict zones worldwide.

~

-

Practice-Focused
Learning

Global
Outlook

Specialised,
Conflict-Focus

Research-Led
Teaching

Justice, Ethics &
Sustainability

Explore complex
legal and ethical
challenges in
peacekeeping,
humanitarian
intervention,
accountability for
war crimes, and the
protection of
civilians in armed
conflict.

Examine the legal
frameworks guiding
international peace
operations and
humanitarian action,
with emphasis on the
UN system,
international
humanitarian law,
and post-conflict
justice.

Address the
intersection of
conflict, human rights,
and sustainable
peacebuilding -
equipping you to
shape ethical and
durable legal
responses in fragile
and conflict-affected
settings.

This LLM prepares graduates for careers with international

organizations such as the UN, and in humanitarian
response, peacekeeping, and conflict resolution fields
that are increasingly vital in today’s world of complex
emergencies and evolving global challenges. Graduates

are well-suited for roles with organisations such as the UN,

OSCE, EU, ICRC, NGOs, and government agencies with
other typical roles including legal or policy advisers,

humanitarian or protection officers, programme manage
or researcher in humanitarian and conflict-related fields.

rs,




L L M The LLM Transitional Justice, Human Rights and
Conflict offers an interdisciplinary exploration of

0,0 the legal, policy, and practical challenges facing
TranSltlonal societies emerging from conflict,
. authoritarianism, or mass human rights violations.

]U«Stlce) The programme critically examines mechanisms
such as truth commissions, criminal tribunals, Employbility Renown?d Research-Led

Human reparations, and institutional reform, and Academics Teaching

. addresses urgent global issues including

nghts and enforced disappearances, arbitrary detention,
torture, genocide, and gender-based and sexual

Conﬂict violence in conflict.

Research & Field Global Sustainable and
Engagement Perspective Justice Focus

This LLM allows students to gain a deep

understanding of how transitional justice contributes 3 Conduct Analyse how Investigate the legal
) g . J I Progl amme independent research international, EU dimensions of

to peacebuilding, accountability, and reconciliation, e

with a strong emphasis on international human rights Structure ?;5:2;1;3 ustice ‘ :;i;;:hreljizlnd . lcrlllelzfl:l?;i?;on
and humanitarian law. Delivered by the internationally challenges, with migration and forced displacement,
renowned Irish Centre for Human Rights, the Wl potential asylum issues— and explore
programme draws on the expertise of leading "l collaboration bridging global innovative, rights-
scholars and practitioners and benefits from close LA, L SR ' opportunities with frameworks with based solutions for
partnerships with the United Nations, international L NGOs, UN bodies, or domestic application. sustainable change.
courts and tribunals, NGOs, and regional advocacy networks.

organisations.

mﬂ_ _ NS

What our students say...
| chose this LLM due to the interdisciplinary approach,

Graduates are equipped for impactful careers in post-
conflict recovery, human rights protection, international
bridging the fields of peacebuilding, transitional justice, justice, and peacebuilding. Career opportunities span Opportunities ]
and international human rights law. The module’s international organisations (such as the UN, ICC, and

restorative, survivor-centred focus introduces students to OHCHR), NGOs, truth commissions, reparations bodies,

Career

emerging theories and practices, fostering critical thinking legal practices, government agencies, and academic
Kelsey Rhude and innovation. My LLM experience set the foundation for institutions. The programme provides strong grounding in
LLM Transitional my career in transitional justice research as | went on to international human rights law, mechanisms of transitional
Justice, Human complete my PhD at the ICHR, focusing on survivor- ; justice, and conflict-related legal and policy frameworks,
Rights and Conflict ~ centred approaches to transitional justice and ] preparing students to work in complex, post-conflict
peacebuilding in Liberia. | environments.




LLM
Gender

Human Rights

Law and
Policy

The LLM Gender and Human Rights offers a
unigue and cutting-edge exploration of the
intersection between gender and international
human rights law. This programme critically
engages with global and regional human rights
systems, while examining key themes such as
gender equality, gender and conflict,
peacebuilding, and the complex relationship
between gender, law, and religion.

Practice-Focused

Learning

Specialist Gender
Justice Focus

Work Placement
Opportunities

Applied
Research &
Policy Work

Research-Led
Teaching

Career-Skill
Development

Programme
Structure

Mia Brennan

LLM Gender and
Human Rights Law
and Policy

As the only programme of its kind in Ireland and the
UK, this LLM provides students with an unparalleled
academic and professional foundation to analyse,
apply, and shape gender-sensitive approaches to law
and public policy—particularly in conflict and post-
conflict contexts. Faculty and researchers are actively
engaged in groundbreaking collaborations with global
organisations including UN Women, the Council of
Europe, UN CEDAW, and Women’s Link Worldwide, as
well as key national actors such as the National
Women’s Council of Ireland, CUAN, COPE Galway, and
the Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission.

| was drawn to study the LLM Gender and Human
Rights: Law and Policy programme as The Irish Centre
for Human Rights is world renowned for activism,
research and also teaching. There are endless
opportunities to learn and this environment of
participation and growth in knowledge is really
fostered by the incredible academics leading the
programme. | highly recommend this programme to
anyone with an interest in gender and human rights.

Explore the
intersections of
gender, law, and
human rights with a
curriculum centred
on feminist legal
theory, reproductive

Undertake
independent
research aligned with
current legal and
policy challenges,
often in
collaboration with

Gain professional
competencies in
gender-sensitive legal
analysis, international
development, equality
law, and transnational

lawyering—preparing

rights, LGBTQI+ you for impactful roles
rights, and gender-

based violence.

NGOs, government
bodies, and UN
agencies.

aCross sectors.

Graduates of the LLM Gender and Human Rights Law
and Policy at University of Galway are prepared for
impactful careers across a wide range of sectors
including international organisations (such as UN
Women and OHCHR), NGOs, government agencies,
legal practice, academia, and private consultancy. They
typically qualify for roles such as gender and human
rights legal advisors, policy analysts, programme
officers, advocates, and researchers.

Career

Opportunities




Research
Programmes
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Doctoral Studies

The School of Law and its specialised research centres, notably, the Irish Centre
for Human Rights and the Centre for Disability Law and Policy, offer structured
PhD programmes in law. The Structured PhD is available as a 4-year Full Time
programme or a 6 —year Part Time programme(360 ECTS). Each student must
obtain a total of 30 ECTS through structured modules having a taught or skills
component, over the course of the PhD and the remaining 330 ECTS are
awarded for the Dissertation. The thesis remains central to the award of the

PhD. The remaining ECTS are derived from the research component.

Research areas include:

« HUMAN RIGHTS

« DISABILITY LAW

« HOUSING LAW AND POLICY

« REFUGEE AND IMMIGRATION LAW
« CRIMINOLOGY

« CRIMINAL LAW

« CONSTITUTIONAL LAW

« FAMILY LAW

« EU LAW

« COMMERCIAL LAW

« JURISPRUDENCE

« INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
« INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL LAW

« CONTRACT LAW

PhD candidates are supported by a
specialist supervisor in their field of
research and have access to all
academics across the School and
Research Centres. The doctoral
programme at the School of Law is
distinctive not only because of our
exceptional standard of research
and level of publication achieved by
our students, but also because of
the collegial and international
environment in which doctoral
students work.

Students interested in pursuing PhD
research in the School of Law should
contact a staff member with
appropriate expertise in their
proposed area of research, or the
PhD Programme Director.

Scholarships

At University of Galway, we are keen to ensure that the brightest and most
committed students progress to postgraduate study.

The Hardiman Research Scholarship is a prestigious scholarship scheme at
University of Galway, offering four years of PhD funding (fees and maintenance).
Please see the link here for further information.

For details on other research scholarship opportunities click here.

Taught Postgraduate Scholarships

University of Galway has generous scholarships valued at €1,500 for EU
students applying for full-time taught postgraduate courses. You will be eligible
if you have been accepted to a full-time taught course at University of Galway,
and have attained a first class honours (or equivalent) in a Level 8 primary
degree. Full criteria and details are available here.

International Scholarships

Government of Ireland Scholarship - Click here

Irish Aid Fellowship Programme and other international scholarship opportunities
- Click here

Other Funding Opportunities Universities Ireland:
North/South Postgraduate Scholarship Scheme - Click here

How to Apply

You can apply online for law taught postgraduate masters on the University of
Galway Postgraduate Admissions Office website here.

Fees

Please see the course pages on the University of Galway website for fee
information per programme.

International Students

Immigration Regulations Students from EU and EEA member states do not
require a visa to study in Ireland. Students from Non EU member states are
required to comply with Irish Visa and Immigration regulations. It is important
that you obtain and maintain a valid passport

English Language Requirements

All applicants, whose first language is not English, must present an English
language test. Full details on English language requirements can be found here.

LLM By Research

LLM By Research Students may also pursue a LLM by research (major thesis) in
any of the main research areas of full-time permanent academic members of
staff of the Faculty. Candidates are advised to contact the relevant staff
member before applying in order to discuss their proposed topic or area of
research.


https://www.universityofgalway.ie/hardiman-scholarships/
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/%20courses/research-postgraduate%02programmes/researchscholarships/
http://www.universityofgalway.ie/postgraduate_scholarships/
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/internationalscholarships/
http://www.irishaidfellowships.ie/
https://universitiesireland.ie/bursaries-scholarships/
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/courses/how-to-apply/
https://www.universityofgalway.ie/global-galway/studyinireland/entryrequirements/
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