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Geography graduates
and the employment market

Geography students acquire a wide range of
skills and qualities that are valuable in many
professions. The combination of numerical and
analytical skills are highly sought after by many sectors of employment. Some of the
specific skills gained while doing a degree in Geography include:

Interpreting different types of geographical evidence Collecting and analysing information using different
such as texts, imagery and maps methods (e.g. GIS, remote sensing)

Scientific laboratory techniques Research, writing and presentation skills

Using social survey and interpretative methods; Numerical skills, including interpreting and presenting
collecting and analysing information using different relevant numerical information

methods Self-management, time management and planning skills

Field research Information, communications and technology skills

Map and diagram production (ICT)

Recognising the moral and ethical issues involved in Analytical skills - being able to analyse, synthesise,
evaluate and identify problems and solutions

debates and enquiries

Using social survey and interpretative methods Working with others as a result of developing
interpersonal skills, planning skills and teamwork

www.nuigalway.ie/careers/arts



Typical jobs for :
Geography graduates... -

Geography graduates find employment in diverse areas.
Here are some of the most popular career destinations for
our Geography graduates:

Geological Surveyor « Academic Research

Teacher (Primary/Post-Primary) « Cartographer

Geological Assistant * Regional and Local Community Development

Local government planning + Logistics Manager » Environmental Consultant

Recycling Manager « Weather and climate Analyst « GIS Analyst « Land Surveyor * Risk Analyst
The Armed Forces * Media — Journalism/TV/Radio

Career Destinations of our Geography Graduates

+ TEFL Teacher

« Data collector for Census

+ Geography and Irish teacher

« Administrator and Tour Guide, Thomond Park

+ Assistant Librarian

« Auctioneer

« Graduate trainee, Ordnance Survey Ireland

« Sea fisheries protection officer, Irish Naval Service
+ Trainee Film Director

Boosting your employability as a Geography Graduate

Geography students pursue a variety of careers and can work in advertising, marketing, banking,
business management, media, tourism and as consultants (such as Environmental, GIS, and Planning)
as well as development and aid agencies.

All these careers require the skills of research, analysis, numerical skills for which a Geography degree is
an excellent preparation.

Work experience is also a key issue and any experience you have to add to your CV will be a bonus.
Volunteering is also an excellent way of adding experience to your CV.

The Career Development Centre at NUI Galway has some reference books that may help find work
experience and some of the websites listed at the end of this leaflet also offer many opportunities.

There are some publications that may help keep you up-to-date. These publications also have many
advertisements from companies and consultancies and so can help also with job search and may be
available to reference in the Careers Library.



What Postgraduate Courses do
Geography Graduates do?

For certain career choices, employers may look for candidates with
further qualifications and training. Our Geography graduates frequently
choose one of the following postgraduate programmes at NUI Galway:

Structured PhD

MA (Rural Sustainability)

MA (Environment, Society and Development)

MSc (Sustainable Resource Management-Policy & Practice)
MA (Culture & Colonialism)

MA (Gender, Globalisation and Rights)

MA (Public Policy)

H.Dip.Appl.Sc. (Software Design and Development)

TEFL Course

Higher Diploma in Business Studies

Postgraduate Diploma in Education

1

Other postgraduate programmes undertaken by
previous Geography graduates include:

MA (Climate Change), Herriott-Watt

MA (Sustainable Energy), Aberdeen

MA (Climate Change), NUIM

MA (Disaster Management Environmental), Kingston University-London

MA (Coastal Geography), UCC For information on studying in Ireland

MA (Environmental & Resource Management), UCD and studying abroad with useful links

. . . for many countries worldwide visit:
MA (Environmental and Earth Management), Kingston Uni

MA (Regional and Urban Planning), UCD

www.nuigalway.ie/careers

www.postgradireland.com also has

MA (Town Planning), Manchester useful information on postgraduate
MSc (Environmental Planning), QUB courses in Ireland,
MA (Development), DCU www.prospects.ac.uk is an excellent

site for researching opportunities
in the UK and
http://ec.europa.eu/ploteus/
covers the EU.

MA (International Tourism), UL




What our
students
say...
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