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Bindings
The bindings had to meet
aesthet ic  cr i ter ia.  

Unt i l  the 18th century,
uni formity was preferred,
wi th b indings of ten bear ing
the owner 's  coat  of  arms.

From the 19th century
onwards,  there was a
reversal  of  the t rend,  away
from monotony.

Bindings f rom the Vi l larosa Col lect ion,
Nat ional  L ibrary of  Naples



I l  Petrarcha con l ’esposi t ione di  m.
Giouanni  Andrea Gesualdo (Venice:

Giol i t t i ,  1553)

Fake editions: from imperfect
copies to the “perfect” copy

Le imagini  con tut t i  i  r iuers i  t rouat i  et
le v i te de gl i  imperator i  t rat te dal le

medagl ie et  dal le h istor ie de gl i
ant ichi .  L ibro pr imo (Parma, 1548)



Grangerization :  the custom of  adding
extra i l lustrat ions to a book,  usual ly  those
cut  f rom other book,  popular ized by James

Granger in 1769.

Collecting single leaves

Pictures f rom the Hol torp Col lect ion,
John Rylands Library

John Bagford,  a founder of  the Ant iquar ian
Society,  in  the ear ly  e ighteenth century

went f rom l ibrary to l ibrary,  tear ing away
t i t le  pages f rom rare books for  the purpose
of  i l lustrat ing a h istory of  pr int ing that  he

contemplated wr i t ing.

Hiero von Hol torp spent  over f i f ty  years
assembl ing and arranging specimens of

ear ly  pr int ing,  in order to ‘ fac i l i ta te
bib l iographical  s tudies and researches by
reference to or ig inal  documents as issued
from the presses of  the f i rs t  typographers’ .



Catalogue cut-out

Format
Roman
characters
Woodcuts
MS notes
Reference
catalogues
Ownership
inscr ipt ion

“Very good copy”
Vel lum (binding)

No copy in the
Bodleian Library
“Scr ibbled over”
No ment ion of  a

bib l iographical
note on f ront

pastedown

Perceived
desirable features

Catalogue cut-out  pasted on Manipulus f lorum (1494),  now in
Marsh’s L ibrary
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MAIN OBJECTIVES 

CONSEQUENCES

REVISION AND CENSORSHIP OF MEDIEVAL HAGIOGRAPHY

COUNCIL OF TRENT (1545 - 1563)
-ON THE INVOCATION, VENERATION, AND RELICS, OF SAlNTS, AND ON SACRED IMAGES-

Reform of  the Cathol ic  Church.
Discussion of  dogma and doctr ine.
React ion to the heret ical  Calv in ist  and Lutheran doctr ines.  

Venerat ion of  saints and their  re l ics st rongly reaf f i rmed, but  regulated and
supervised by the church.
A renewed interest  towards hagiographic text ,  subject  to examinat ion and
revis ion:  

Need to d ist inguish the t rue f rom the fa lse ( the apocryphal  e lements) .1.
Analysis of  sources using an histor ical -phi lo logical  method.  2.
Ver i f icat ion of  the auctor i tates as the main cr i ter ia in the draf t ing of
the text .

3.

Get r id of  the ' fable '  component character is ing medieval  saints '  l ives.4.



MEDIEVAL COLLECTIONS OF SAINTS' LIVES

LEGENDA AUREA

Progressively more 'narrat ive '  and fabulous
elements,  in  l ine wi th the taste for  the
marvel lous and the prodig ious typical  of  the
publ ic  of  the t ime.

Contains some apocryphal  episodes.
Reproduced and t ranslated across al l  Europe (s igni f icant  omissions).
Main source of  most ly  of  the late mediaeval-early modern hagiographic works.

De sancta Margar i ta,  F los
Sanctorum ,  Car les Amóros,
Barcelona,  1519-1520.  Bib l ioteca
Lambert  Mata,  Ripol l ,  R.  456



Catalan Flos Sanctorum: timeline printed editions

1494
JOHAN ROSEMBACH

BARCELONA

1490-96
WITHOUT

IMPRESSOR’S NAME,
DATE AND PLACE

1500
NOTARIAL DOCUMENT
SIGNED ON 31 MARCH

BY JOAN TRINXER I
GABRIEL POU AND

THE CASTILIAN
IMPRESSOR

SEBASTIÀ D’ESCÒCIA

1514
JORGE COSTILLA

 VALENCIA

1519-20
CARLES AMORÓS

BARCELONA

1524
CARLES AMORÓS

BARCELONA

1547
CARLES AMORÓS

BARCELONA

1548-49
CARLOS AMÓRES

BARCELONA.

1575
JAUME CENDRAT

BARCELONA



Flos Sanctorum 1575

Prologue addressed “Ad pium Lectorem ” :

Importance of  good works and the need to
fo l low the example of  the saints to achieve
salvat ion

The text  has been edi ted and corrected,
removing "superf luous th ings" and revis ing
those " incorrect”

Revis ion does not  appear to be exhaust ive,  nor
systemat ic,  when present  i t  shows l i t t le  care in
i ts  execut ion



Sanctorum pr iscorum patrum vi tae
Luig i  L ippomano

Venezia,  ad s ignum Spei
 1551

Acta Sanctorum
Jean Bol land

Antwerp,  Johannes Meursius
1643

POST-TRIDENTINE   HAGIOGRAPHY

De probat is  sanctorum histor i is  
Lorenz Sauer

Colonia,  Geruinum Calenium &
haeredes Quentel ios

1573
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