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The news market

Preconditions:
▷ Cheap rag paper
▷ A generally accessible postal infrastructure
▷ Social mobility
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Major European postal routes
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What did a 17th-century newspaper look like?

▷ Quarto or octavo
▷ News items with place and date of the correspondence
▷ Reported on political, diplomatic and military events
▷ Average circulation somewhere between 350 and 400

copies
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What did a 17th-century newspaper look like?

Abbildung: Absonderliche Zeitung : (1645). [S.l.]. Staats- und
Universitätsbibliothek Bremen / Public Domain Mark 1.0, p. 1

Abbildung:
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What did a 17th-century newspaper look like?

Abbildung: Absonderliche Zeitung : (1645). [S.l.]. Staats- und
Universitätsbibliothek Bremen / Public Domain Mark 1.0, p. 4



The economics
of 17th-century

newspapers

Eva-Lotte
Gebhardt

Introduction:
The news market

What did a
17th-century
newspaper look
like?

News-
correspondence
friendships

The market value
of newspapers

Literature

News-correspondence friendships

▷ Princely privileged, generally accessible postal
organization emerges

▷ The new functional elite is out to secure protection,
privileges and monopolies from the ruling elite through
news News-correspondence friendships

▷ Exchange news for some kind of remuneration
▷ Friendships are an essential part of education
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The market value of newspapers

▷ Numbers of copies too small to create revenue
▷ Resources to keep extensive correspondences, scribes

and personnel
▷ Handwritten newspapers created more revenue
▷ most people engaged in publishing the news didn’t stay

in the business
▷ The only exception to this are postmasters
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▷ Newspapers as educational material
▷ Topics not available to you
▷ The emerging class of functional elites

could offer being in touch with the
stream of history
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Thank you for your attention!
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