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90% of 250 people surveyed 
said: 
We do not live in a very ocean 
literate society.

Why?

Out of sight, out of mind.
Because we live increasingly 
urbanised lives.

- WAO, 2018
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Source: NASA

Hidden costs…with implications for mental health (Britton, 2013):

“I think the greatest loss, which is something people don’t realise, 
and that’s the psychological or mental effect. For the older people it 
was the only thing they did. It gave them a sense of value and self-

worth. A real interest in life.
- ex-drifter and mussel fisher, 2011

“It was more important as a means for social interaction, the glue, 
the social fabric.” 

- Ex-drifter, unemployed, Inishowen, 2011

“It wasn’t the money, but communication. Four men standing on a 
boat, talking to each other, sharing information and local news (…).” 

– Ex-drifter and former fisher, Inishowen, 2011

“As a result, men have gone back into themselves” 
– Rep. of a local Men’s Shed, 2011

FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible 
Fisheries (1995, article 6.18) states 
‘right to a secure and just livelihood’.
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“What, in your opinion, are the top priorities for 
protecting public health and the health of the 

marine environment for a sustainable future?.”
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Citizen’s top priorities for OHH (key prompt words removed)
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Experts’ top priorities for OHH (key prompt words removed)
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Figure 1. Word count of some of the most frequent action / prompt words used by 
citizens from a random sample of 700 responses (50 from each country*) to the Q. 
“What, in your opinion, are the top priorities for protecting public health and the 
health of the marine environment for a sustainable future?”
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Fig 2. Word count by country of key words, ‘pollution’, ‘plastic’ and ‘sewage’ in 
citizen priorities for OHH from a random sample of 700 responses (50 from each 
country*)

0 10 20 30 40

SPAIN

IRELAND

UK

PORTUGAL

POLAND

NORWAY

NETHERLANDS

ITALY

GREECE

GERMANY

FRANCE

CZECH

BULGARIA

BELGIUM

Pollution Plastic Sewage



www.sophie2020.eu | 
@OceansHealthEU



www.sophie2020.eu | 
@OceansHealthEU

Fig 3. Word count by country of the key words ‘climate’, ‘energy’ and ‘oil’ in 
citizen priorities for OHH from a random sample of 700 responses (50 from each 
country*)
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OHH Priority Categorisation
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Our OHH Conversations, 2019
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Fig 4. Citizen's structural map of priority pathways for OHH in Europe, emphasising the 
complexities of OHH, interrelationships between priority areas and forces at play within a 
dynamic OHH system (read left to right).
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CREATING A CULTURE OF CARE…

Marram grass planting, Ireland Surf therapy, Ireland
Ocean on the curriculum

Regenerative Ocean Farming, Atlantic States, USA

Citizen science x Marine tourism, Europe
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Dr. Ayana Johnson

Sea Sisters Sri Lanka

Be Like Water, Iran
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