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OPINION

The big blue gap in the Green New
Deal

By Ayana Elizabeth Johnson, Chad Nelsen, and Bren Smith on Jul 15, 2019
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The Ocean and Cryosphere
in a Changing Climate

This Summary for Policymak 5 ally nved at the Second Joint Session
of Working Groups | and | Session of the IPCC,

Principality of Monaco, 24th September 2019 i e "The ocean has already
Summary for Policymakers = =~ absorbed over 90%
P . of the excess heat trapped
by the rising concentration
of greenhouse gases"

zovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Fifth
(2013)
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Source: weareocean.blue | Wild Labs

Wellbeing

Water is medicine

Being near, in or on water has positive impacts on our
health and wellbeing. As author Wallace J. Nichols says:
‘Water' js medicine.” #theseaisthesky
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90% of 250 people surveyed
said: Literacy in UK Culture
We do not live in a very ocean
literate society.

Why?
Out of sight, out of mind.

Because we live increasingly
urbanised lives.

- WAQO, 2018
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Hidden costs...with implications for mental health (Britton, 2013):

“I think the greatest loss, which is something people don’t realise,
and that’s the psychological or mental effect. For the older people it
was the only thing they did. It gave them a sense of value and self-

worth. A real interest in life.
- ex-drifter and mussel fisher, 2011

“It was more important as a means for social interaction, the glue,
the social fabric.”
- Ex-drifter, unemployed, Inishowen, 2011

“It wasn’t the money, but communication. Four men standing on a
boat, talking to each other, sharing information and local news (...).
— Ex-drifter and former fisher, Inishowen, 2011

“As a result, men have gone back into themselves”
— Rep. of a local Men’s Shed, 2011

FAQO Code of Conduct for Responsible
Fisheries (1995, article 6.18) states
right to a secure and just livelihood’.
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“What, in your opinion, are the top priorities for
protecting public health and the health of the
marine environment for a sustainable future?.”
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Figure 1. Word count of some of the most frequent action / prompt words used by
citizens from a random sample of 700 responses (50 from each country*) to the Q.
“What, in your opinion, are the top priorities for protecting public health and the
health of the marine environment for a sustainable future?”
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Fig 2. Word count by country of key words, ‘pollution’, ‘plastic’ and ‘sewage’ in
citizen priorities for OHH from a random sample of 700 responses (50 from each
country®)
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Each EU citizen creates 31kg of plastic waste per year GLOBAL OPENLITTERMAP
Plastic packaging waste produced in EU countries per person ig2015° LEADERS

@LitterMapper
@seashorty

Ryan Moulton
@buildingbeyondme

@nfraserau

@Plasticsymptoms

llona de Graaff

kg/person @Gravin's Lifestyle
® -0
. 30-39 @SkibbereenTidyTowns
@ 20-29 @Keitho2030
> 10-19

@Pickup-litter

@Arno

@ @ @ * Figures for Denmark, Malta, Romania und Cyprus are 2014 ~
@statistaCharts  Source: Eurostat StatISta 5
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Fig 3. Word count by country of the key words ‘climate’, ‘energy’ and ‘oil’ in
citizen priorities for OHH from a random sample of 700 responses (50 from each
country®)
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Our OHH Conversations, 2019
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Fig 4. Citizen's structural map of priority pathways for OHH in Europe, emphasising the
complexities of OHH, interrelationships between priority areas and forces at play within a
dynamic OHH system (read left to right).
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Thank you for taking this journey
with us.

| Contact us:

christine.domegan@nuigalway.ie

patricia.mchugh@nuigalwat.ie

easkey.britton@nuigalway.ie
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