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The MASTS project contacted a wide variety of marine stakeholders for input into the development of the survey framework and resulting survey. These individuals included academics working on marine topics, policy experts in marine policy areas, and members of marine nonprofit organizations. All stakeholder conversations covered three topic areas; past examples of marine attitudinal surveys, the policies that could benefit from these types of data and suggested topics to include in the survey. This led to the following conclusions which have been aggregated from all conversations. 

Stakeholder experience with marine attitudinal surveys was limited, and many participants highlighted the need for this kind of data in their work. Of the surveys mentioned most were either the larger European level surveys, including CLAMER, or SEMRU surveys. Stakeholders also stated a desire for repeated rounds of these types of high-quality surveys to track changes in public attitude over time. More examples of marine attitudinal surveys are in the marine attitude database deliverable (D1.1) (Worley et al., 2025). Policies discussed in relation to marine attitudinal data varied but most often reverted to the National Marine Planning Framework at the Irish level and the Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) Directive at the European level. Other policies discussed included the newly passed EU Nature Restoration Law as it will have implications for marine planning and marine protected areas (MPAs) once the compliance plans are developed. Conversations about MPAs and other sustainable policies like offshore wind generally followed depending on the particular expertise of the stakeholders. 

Topics suggested for the survey varied quite a lot, ranging from broad topics such as ‘what the public viewed as ‘marine’’ to most specific topics such as their attitudes toward MPAs in specific areas of Ireland. Most topics could be grouped into one of three categories: public knowledge or perceptions about the marine, public interactions with the marine, and public attitudes toward the marine. Public knowledge and perceptions included ocean literacy, public awareness and trust of different marine stakeholders, and public perception of, and threats to, marine environmental quality. Stakeholders discussed this would be useful data to compare to expert knowledge about these topics or as barometers for success in their own work. Public interaction topics included questions similar to the SEMRU tourism survey; number of visits, specific marine activities, and visit expenditure. These questions were often mentioned as a measure of how impactful or important the marine areas are to Irish culture and life. Public attitude questions included assessing support for specific marine policies, conservation, or nature-based solutions, but also broader topics like assessing the preferred way of involving the public in marine planning, determining the limits of what is considered ‘the marine’, and evaluating what aspects of the marine the public supports conservation of and what aspects they would not. This category has the most variety in topic but generally implicated assessing the public’s view as to the preferred scope and jurisdiction of marine policies and involvement. A more detailed list of all topics mentioned as well as a count of their occurrence in conversations is below: 

	Topic (The public’s ...)
	# of occurrences[footnoteRef:1] [1:  If there is no number the number of occurrences is 1.] 


	Attitude on how wide of a jurisdiction should marine regulation cover
	2

	Attitude towards public involvement in marine planning 
	2

	Awareness of climate change impacts on the ocean
	2

	Awareness of coastal risk 
	

	Awareness of different stakeholders and their roles
	

	Awareness of marine careers 
	

	Awareness of marine resources 
	

	Awareness of MPAs
	3

	Awareness of public impact on marine
	

	Awareness of threats to the marine
	

	Level and type of marine engagement 
	2

	Perception of what marine means 
	2

	Perception of positive things about the marine 
	

	Perception of the marine policy process 
	

	Perception of the value of different marine economy sectors 
	2

	Perception of the value of the ocean
	

	Perception of what ‘local’ means in terms of marine produced goods
	

	Support for different marine economy sectors
	2

	Support for nature-based solutions
	

	Support for new MPAs
	3

	Support or restoration activities 
	

	The drivers of marine attitudes 
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