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Agenda

1. Elsevier Research Intelligence Portfolio

2. Scopus – the data source for SciVal

3. SciVal overview

4. SciVal demonstration

5. SciVal practical guidance
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Elsevier Research Intelligence portfolio

www.elsevier.com/research-intelligence

http://www.elsevier.com/research-intelligence


Scopus – the data source
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The largest abstract and citation database of research 
information

60M+ records and 22,000+ active titles from more 
than 5,000 international publishers including 4,200 
gold open access journals

• 38M+ post-1995 records

• Includes articles-in-press



Books
In 2013 Scopus began to cover scholarly books that represent fully referenced, 

original research or literature reviews.

Subject areas: Social Science and Arts Humanities, but also STM

Coverage years: Back to 2003 

Number of books: >120,000 

Number of items (to chapter level): >960,000

Book types: Monographs, Edited Volumes, Major Reference Works, Graduate 

level text books. 

Not in scope:

Dissertation, Undergraduate level text book, Atlas,

Popular science book, Manual, Abstract book,

Yearbook, Biography
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Conferences

Scopus covers conference material as special issues of regular journals 

and dedicated conference proceedings. 

Number of conference items: >7.2 million

Dedicated conference proceedings: >26,600

Coverage focused primarily on subjects where conference papers 

represent substantial portion of published research, e.g. engineering, 

computer science.

7



|     8|     8|     8

How are titles selected?

• Titles are selected by the 

independent Content 

Selection & Advisory Board 

(CSAB)

• The CSAB is chosen for 

their expertise in specific 

subject areas; many will 

have previously been 

(Elsevier) Editors

Current title list available at 

http://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/excel_doc/0005/226742/title_list.xlsx

http://www.elsevier.com/__data/assets/excel_doc/0005/226742/title_list.xlsx


Scopus data informs world rankings, 

national assessments and influential reports

Trend:

 The most influential ranking 

body (THE), as well as the 

most prestigious national 

research assessments world-

wide (REF and ERA) chose 

Scopus as their sole citation 

data provider

 81% of the top 100 ranked 

universities use Scopus



Scopus vs. Web of Science subject 

area compared

Scopus
22,245

Web of Science
12,410

Scopus

7,443 (+73%)

WoS

4,291

Scopus

6,795 (+96%)

WoS

3,472

Scopus

4,492 (+50%)

WoS

3,002

Scopus

8,086 (+99%) 

WoS

4,060

Physical Sciences Health Sciences Life Sciences Social Sciences

~12K titles (Core Collection)

3,300 publishers

Updated weekly

~22K titles

>5,000 publishers

Updated daily

Sources: Web of Science Real Facts, Web of Science title list and Scopus’ own data (April 2015)



Scopus v Web of Science for NUIG

ORGANIZATION-ENHANCED: (National University of Ireland (NUI) Galway)

Refined by: DOCUMENT TYPES: ( ARTICLE OR PROCEEDINGS PAPER OR REVIEW )

Timespan: All years. Indexes: SCI-EXPANDED, SSCI, A&HCI, CPCI-S, CPCI-SSH, BKCI-S, BKCI-SSH, ESCI, CCR-EXPANDED, IC.

AF-ID ( "National University of Ireland Galway" 60008539 ) AND ( LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE , "ar" ) OR LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE , "cp" ) OR LIMIT-

TO ( DOCTYPE , "re" ) )
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Scopus v Web of Science for NUIG

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500

Global and regional mortality from 235 causes of death for 20 age groups in 1990 and 2010: A systematic analysis

for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2010

Disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) for 291 diseases and injuries in 21 regions, 1990-2010: A systematic

analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2010

Years lived with disability (YLDs) for 1160 sequelae of 289 diseases and injuries 1990-2010: A systematic analysis

for the Global Burden of Disease Study 2010

Risk factors for ischaemic and intracerebral haemorrhagic stroke in 22 countries (the INTERSTROKE study): A

case-control study

Biological insights from 108 schizophrenia-associated genetic loci

Water: Nature's reaction enforcer-comparative effects for organic synthesis "in-water" and "on-water"

Circulating micrornas as novel minimally invasive biomarkers for breast cancer

Global and regional burden of stroke during 1990-2010: Findings from the Global Burden of Disease Study 2010

Large-scale genotyping identifies 41 new loci associated with breast cancer risk

Breast-cancer adjuvant therapy with zoledronic acid

Citations in

WOS

Citations in

Scopus



SciVal overview
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SciVal provides research intelligence
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SciVal can help..

• Identify research strengths

• Inform publication strategy – where do we/others publish

• Assess publication impact

• Demonstrate international reach

• Measure effectiveness and impact of collaborations

• Support recruitment & retention

• Provide objective research intelligence data
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If you haven’t previously registered for Scopus or ScienceDirect then please 

go to Register Now

Accessing SciVal at www.scival.com

http://www.scival.com/


TITLE OF PRESENTATION
| 16

16Title of presentation here |

SciVal overview
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With SciVal you have quick, easy access to the research performance of 220 

nations and 4,600 research institutions worldwide. 
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Research Entities

Entities in SciVal are groups of unique publications listed in Scopus. SciVal de-
duplicates this set of publications when entities are combined
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Institutions and Groups

• Includes all research outputs where an author is listed as 
affiliated to that particular institution

Researchers and Groups

• Includes all research outputs for a particular researcher, 
irrespective of affiliation

Publication Sets

• A customised set of publications from an authors or 
authors. Can also be imported using DOI, PMID or EID

Countries and Groups

• Includes all research outputs where an author is listed as 
affiliated to an institution within a particular country

Research Areas

• A publication set defined by keywords, Scopus journal 
categories, by a set of journals or by SciVal competencies
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Groups of metrics in SciVal

Elsevier endorse the wider use of Snowball Metrics as an 

industry standard and use Snowball metrics in products such 

as Pure and Scival
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The only metrics rule: triangulate!

No single metric is perfect. Always use at least two metrics to 

give insight into your question

No data set is perfect. Always reinforce your evidence-based 

conclusions with at least one of, and ideally both, peer review 

and expert opinion

Broad range of metrics is essential for you to be able to 

address your many questions, and to play by the only rule…
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SciVal Metrics Guidebook

• Understanding metrics

• Scopus as data source

• Selection of 
appropriate metrics

• What affects their 
values, besides 
performance?

• For each metric

• Situations in which they 
are useful

• When to take care and 
how to address short-
comings

• Worked examples



Live demonstration



For product info, please visit: www.elsevier.com/research-intelligence

Thank you!

http://www.elsevier.com/research-intelligence

