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SciVal User Guide 

 This user guide provides the essential screen shots and tips to getting NUI Galway researchers started with SciVal. The SciVal tool is an Elsevier product which uses Scopus 

content from 1996 onwards. Scopus indexes over 50 million publications. 
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1 SciVal  
SciVal is a set of integrated modules that enables your institution to make evidence-based strategic decisions. SciVal consists of four modules: 

1.1 SciVal Modules 
From once you log into SciVal, you will be brought to the home page. This page outlines the four components/modules of the SciVal product:  

1. Overview: Provides overview data for up to 9,000 institutions for time periods 2012-2016 

2. Benchmarking: Enables you to benchmark multiple institutions for any time period, dating back to 1996. 

3. Collaboration: Shows the collaborating institutions in addition to the individual authors and papers  

4. Trends. Enables you to explore specific topics and investigate universities and authors publishing in that topic 

 Each of these modules can be accessed from the tabs at the top of the toolbar. You can also connect the Scopus database by clicking on the Scopus link.  The Home 

tab will bring you back to this page at any stage. 
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1.2 SciVal Sections 
By clicking on any of the four tabs i.e.  Overview, Benchmarking, Collaboration or Trends, you will be directed to the sections page.  These sections enable you to limit the 

research to certain research samples: 

Click on the Overview tab. 

 

 

Example you can explore research in different sections such as the: 

Institution section: You can choose your own institution such as NUI Galway or any other of the 9,000 institutions available within SciVal. 

Researcher group section: you can group a number of researcher’s together, e.g. all the researchers in a school can be put together such as all the researchers in the School 

of Law. 

Publication set section: you can group a number of publications together for example all the publications from a certain group of researchers over a certain period of time, 

e.g.  the publications by the researchers in the school of law in a period of time 2012-2016. 

Country and groups section: you can investigate the research in a country or group a number of countries together 

Research Areas section: You can investigate a certain topic either from a pre-defined set of subject areas or you can specify your own research area to explore.    
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1.3 Time Period and Subject Area 
You can limit the research to certain time periods and subject areas by using the drop down menus. Note within the Overview module there are only limited time displays 

which can be selected within the Overview module as shown below. We will see more time period options as explore the other modules. 
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The broad subject areas can be further refined by clicking on the blue arrow and selecting a subject area of your choice. 
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2 The Overview Module 
1. Click on the Overview tab and select NUI Galway within the Institutions and Groups section.  

Within this Overview module a number of tabs are displayed which you can explore as illustrated below, tabs, 1.1 to 1.10.  The summary tab (1.1) displays the 

summary metrics for NUI Galway, showing the number of Publications, Citations and the number of Authors within the selected time period of 2012 to 2016. 

The summary metrics also display a relatively new metric known as the Field-Weighted Citation Impact metric (FWCI), this metric is calculated as the ratio of 

citations received relative to the expected world average for the subject field, publication type and publication year. A FWCI of 1.00 indicates that the entity’s 

publications are in line with the global average for that subject field, publication type and year whereas a FWCI of 2.0 indicated that the entity’s publications are 

twice that of the global average.  

 

. 
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2. Select the published tab (1,4) within the Overview module and you will observe there are a further 4 tabs within the published option. 

 

 

 

3. Click on the view list of publications link. 
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4. You can refine the list of publications by selecting on the various options on the left. 

5. The search can then be exported to Excel, by clicking on the Export link. 
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2.1 Adding a different Institution  
1. Click on the Add Institution link 

 

 

 

2. Enter a key word such as “Dublin “ in the example below 

 

 
 

3. Select the particular university such as University College Dublin. 
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4. The summary details will then be displayed for this university. You can explore the other tabs also for this university. 
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2.2 Adding an Individual Researcher 
You can also investigate research at an individual researcher level. 

1. Click on the Researchers and Groups section 

2. Click on the Add Researchers and Groups option 

 

 
 

3. Click on the Define a new researcher option 

 

 
 



 

 
12  Margaret Forde, Institutional Research Office 

 

4. Enter in the details of a researcher similar to the example below and click on the Search button. 

 

 
 

 

5. Select the researcher by clicking on the checkbox and click on the “Directly go to Save Researcher option. 

 

 

 
 

6. Click on the Save and Finish option 
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7. The individual researcher should not appear within the Researchers and Groups section. 

8. Select the particular researcher name and click on the Overview module to see the summary metrics for this researcher. 
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3 The Benchmarking Module 
The Benchmarking lets you compare a number of institutions at the same time. You can also benchmark a particular subject area across the different institutions. 

 

1. Click on the Benchmarking tab 

2. Ensure the relevant universities are selected in the sections panel on the left, you can add more universities also. 

 

 
 

3. Notice, the time period in the Benchmarking Module enables you to select any time period dating back to 1996. 

4. You can further refine the search by selecting a particular subject area. 
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5. Clicking on the “Table tab” to display the graph in a table format. The scholarly output values are now displayed for all the universities which you have 

benchmarked. By clicking on the actual values you can then see the list of publications for this particular year. 

 

 
 

6. Drop down the Y axis to display the other metrics which can be used. Select the Citation Count metric, you can remove the self-citations for this metric by unclicking 

the check box. Select the “Choose Metric” button. 
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7. The data is displayed in graph layout which you can switch to Table format to view the actual values for the bench marked institutions chosen. 
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4 The Collaboration Module 

 
The Collaboration module enables you to explore collaborating institutions around the world and also within in specific subject areas. 

1. Select the Collaboration tab. Ensure you have selected NUI Galway in the institutions section in the panel on the left.   

2. You can limit the search to a subject area by clicking on the drop down menu, and also specify certain time periods from the drop down menu. 

3. To narrow down the list of collaborating institutions, you can specify a certain region from the drop down menus and countries. 

 

 
 

4. The map will be displayed highlighted the countries where collaborating institutions with NUI Galway are located. 
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5. You can change the display of the map to a table format by clicking on the tables tab. 

6. The table lists the collaborating institutions with the number of co-authored papers, you click on this hyperlink to see the actual papers. 

7. Select a University from the list e.g. Harvard University as shown below. 
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8. This will display an overview of both institutions. You can explore further by clicking on the Current to-authors and Potential co-authors tabs, but let’s focus on this 

overview table shown below. 

 

 

 

9. The Field Weighted Citation Impact (FWCI) is displayed at an Institutional level for both NUI Galway and Harvard, displaying 1.71 and 2.37 respectively. 

The FWCI in SciVal indicates how the number of citations received by an entity’s publications compares with the average number of citations received by all other 

similar publications in the data universe.  A Field-Weighted Citation Impact of 1.00 indicates that the entity’s publications have been cited exactly as would be 

expected based on the global average for similar publications;  this metric is calculated as the ratio of citations received relative to the expected world average for 

the subject field, publication type and publication year.  

The FWCI for NUI Galway is shown to be 1.71, indicating that NUI Galway yielded 71% more than the expected number of citations. 

The FWCI for Harvard is shown to be 2.37, indicating that Harvard University yielded 137% more than the expected number of citations. 

For the publications that have been collaborated between NUI Galway and Harvard, the FWCI is 11.62, this implies that these publications yielded 1000.62% more 

than the expected number of citations.  Note the impact is considerably higher on a collaborated level indicating the importance of collaboration with other 

universities. 
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5 The Trends Module 
The Trends Module enables you to explore your specific research area in more detail across other institutions. 

Click on the Trends tab.   

1. You can select a pre-defined subject area provided by Scival   

               OR 

2. Define a new research area 
Click on the Define a new Research Area link 
 

 
 



 

 
21  Margaret Forde, Institutional Research Office 

 

3.  Enter your particular research topic which you wish to explore. In this example Sleep Paralyses has been entered. 
 

 
4. Select the particular subject areas which appear to have captured this topic. You can limit the publications to the most recent 5 years if you want to see more 

recent trends.  
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5. From once you have relevant subject areas selected click on the “Limit to” option and click on the next step button. 
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6. You will be prompted then to save the topic, enter in the hot topic name for your research area and click on the save and finish button. 

 

 

 

7. You can now explore this specific research area that you have created. 

You can click on the key words to find related articles. 
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8. You can investigate the countries, institutions and authors who are working in this research. 

 

 


