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Leading the Transition 
to a Sustainable Future
At University of Galway, sustainability is central to our 
purpose and identity. It shapes how we teach, learn, 
research, operate and engage. The University of 
Galway Sustainability Strategy 2026-2030 builds on 
a decade of institutional commitment and leadership, 
setting a renewed direction for a Carbon-neutral, 
nature-positive and healthy university. It reflects our 
belief that universities have both the capacity and 
the responsibility to lead transformative change for 
people and planet.​

This Strategy is rooted in our institutional Strategic Plan – 
Of Galway, For the World – which reflects the University’s 
overarching purpose ‘to empower our people to create global 
impact through our distinctive research, exceptional education 
and transformative student experiences’. It aligns with our 
core values of respect, openness, excellence, belonging and 
sustainability, and with our collective aim ‘to create the greatest 
positive impact for our university community and partners in 
Galway, Ireland and around the globe’.​
​
As Ireland’s SDG Ambassador University, University of Galway 
champions the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
embeds them across our mission, culture and practice. We are 
recognised internationally as leaders in embedding the SDGs 
across our programmes and our campus experience. During 
their time in Galway, our students develop the knowledge, 
skills and experiences to tackle global challenges and lead the 
transition to a sustainable future. 

The University of Galway Sustainability Strategy 2026-
2030 follows directly from the Sustainability Strategy 2021-
2025, which established strong foundations for action and 
accountability across every dimension of university life. Through 
that strategy, we embedded sustainability in governance, 
operations, teaching, research and engagement, and 
strengthened our position as a national and international leader 
in the field.​

Building on this progress, the 2026-2030 phase marks a new 
chapter in our sustainability journey, deepening our ambition and 
extending our impact.
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University of Galway celebrates 
the award of its third Green 
Campus Flag from An Taisce 
during SDG Week 2025
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